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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MAIN ROADS BOARD,
RESPONSIBILITY.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Works: As to contracts under the Federal
Aid Roads Aect, will he advise whether
the Main Roads Board proposes to adopt
as a definite policy the repudiation either
in whole or in part of responsibhility in
respect to the repair of roads damaged by
eartage of material for contracts under the
seheme?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The Commonwenlth Government have re-
fused to allow the cost of repairing dam-
aged roads to be charged to funds avail-
able under the Federal Aids Roads Agree-
ment. No reason for this decision has
been given, but no doubt it is beecanse of
the very material benefits the local au-
thorities reccive hy reason of the construe-
iion of the new roads which oceusioned
sume damage to minor roads.

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.

1, Leighton-Roblb’s Jetty Railway.
2, Metropolitan Town Planning Commis-
sion.
% Town Planning and Development.
Tntroduced by the Minister for Works.
4, Audit Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Premier.

BILL—RACING RESTRICTION.
Third Reading.

MR. NORTH (Claremont)
move—
That the Bill be now read a third time.

[4.36): I
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Question put and a division taken with:
the following result:—

Aves 21
Noes .. . e 14
Majority for .. 7
ATES.
Mr. Barnard Mr. Munsle
Mr. Brown Mr. Richardson
Mr, Collier Mr. Sampson
Mr. George Mr. J. M. Bmith
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Taylor
Mr. E. B. Johusion Mr. Thomson
Mr, Kennedy Mr. Troy
Mr, Latham Mr, G, P, Wansbrough
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Wilson
Mr. Mc¢Callum Mr. North
Sir James Mitsheil (Teller.y
Noes.
Mp, Corboy Mr. Mana
Mr. Coverley Mr. Marshall
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Milllogton
Mr. Grifithe Mr, Rowe
Mr. Heron Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr. Withers
Mr. Luiey ] Mr. Clydesdale
(Teller.y

Question thus passed,
Bill read a third time and passed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1927-28,
In Committee of Supply.

Resnmed from the 10th November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Lands, Migration and In-
dustries {Hon, M. F. Troy, Minister).

TVole—ILands and Surveys, £75.350:

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.34]: May I suggest to the Minister
for Works that when he introduces a Rail-
way Bill, particularly one to open up agri-
vultural lands, he should hang 2 map on the
wall. T make this sncgestion because ‘hough
we probably know the country, we ean see
it much hetter it we have the railways, as
proposed, marked upon the map. It wonlid
save considerable time during the diseussion
in the House if this were done, I am glad
the soldier settlement scheme is as satistac-
tory as has been stated by the Minister.
There have been settled 5,336 soldiers. The
advances given to them under the Aect total
£5,709,018, and thoy have repaid £1,002,481,
leaving outstanding a sum of £4,696,537.
The Minister says that there is provision:
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made to cover losses, Under the 12%% per
cent. rebate lo cover losses we have the
amount of £700,000, and a special grant of
£796,000, making a total of £1,496,000. Up
to date the sum of £494,255 has been written
off ag losses or rebate, That leaves a totul
of £1,001,745 to cover further losses. The
Treasurer has this money now, and we are
saving £60,000 a year by way of interest.
The sum of £796,000 was written off the
total indebtedness to the Commonwealth.
Rightly speaking the sum of £60,000 saved
by way of interest should be added to this
sum, The scheme is the first under which
we received financial assistanee for the de
velopment of our country, and, after cover-
ing losses, we shall have something over
for the benefit of the soldier. The Minister
says, “These amounts will be reeovered
from the Commonwealth.” e have aiready
had the 12% per cent. rebate, and we have
credit for £796,000. That is highly satis-
factory. Under the Bruee migration agree-
ment we are to receive a rehate of £3.225,000
in the expenditare on devclopment of
£10,000,000. There will be losses, and this
rebate, as we wet it, should be eredited to a
trust account in order that the losses mav
be met. The Premier hns set aside £150,000
which he hopes to hold as a fund to assist in
covering losses, but the total rebate should
be credited to a special fund. I aecept
the full responsibility for evervthing
{hat happened under the group settlement
scheme until the 17th Apnl 1924, My Gov-
crmment  originated the scheme, By the
Mitehell agreement the expenditure to
the date of my leaving «fice wcovered the

work of the officials, inoluding the
selection of the land. TFor all this
1 nccept full responsibility, I expected

to have the work of my administration
criticised. T am not, hovever, responsible
for the administration of group settlement
since T left office. No one wounld expect me
to take that responsibility. Up to the time
when I left affice, for everrthing that hap-
pened I take the fullest possible responsi-
hility. T eannot get the Aetailed expendi-
ture to the 17th April, 1924, because that
was not the end of the year. I have, how-
ever, got it to the 30th June. 1924, and shall
endeavour to show that the expenditure un-
der my (Government resulfed in & corres-
ponding asset. That is all anyone could be
expected to show. WNeither ean I hold the
present Minister responsible for anything
that happened up to the time he came into
power except as a member of the Govern-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment. Ile has only recenily started lv cun-
irol the scheme. The Minister says that up
to the 30th September, 1927, the sum of £4,-
630,000 had been expended on group sefile-
ment, exclusive of roads and drainage. Up
to the 30th June, 1924, the sum of £1,053,-
090 had been expended, exciusive of roads
and drainage, leaving an «xpenditure since
the 30th June, 1924, of £3,596,910, The
average expenditure on 2,280 settlers up to
the 30th June, 1924, was £460, while the
average expenditure to datc on 2,280 set-
tlers is £2,031. Since the 50th June, 1924,
the average cxpendifure op group settlers
was £1,571. I have been eriticised not only
here, but in the English papers, in connec-
iion with group settlement. I must, there-
fore, put up fgures to defend my adminis-
tation.  To ecomplete the groups on the
same basis of expenditure as to the 30th
June, 1924, that is to say, in connection with
2,296 Dblocks, I intend to quote certain
fignres. The Minister will find these figures
set ont in “Hansard” of the 12th August,
1924, in the speeeh of Mr. Angwin.

The Minister for Lands: 1 asked my of-
ficinls to find it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister said he could not find these fizures in
“ITansard.” On eclearing, ploughing, pas-
tures, water and feneing the sun of £578,-
N34 was spent. Aecording to Mr. Angwin's
statements made on the 12th August, 1924,
the clearing done consisted of 21,613 acres;
nlovghing, 16,625 neres; pastures, 11,845
aeres: wire fencing expenditure, £33,575;
wells were sunk and much land was partly
cleaved, There were 2,29G blocks, and 25
acres cleared on each block. On clearing the
land, water provisions and feneing, we ex-
pended £578,934. To complete this work
on the same basis shounld have eost another
£851,066. Up to that stage the total expen-
dituve on the work should have been £1,430,-
000. We had construeicd 1,220 cottages at
a cost of £273,113. To have provided cot-
tages for each of the remaining 1,078

Llocks should have cost £243.100, mak-
ing a total of £516,213. Then, the
stock, horses, cnrts, machinery, ete,

should have cost not move than £459,000,
making n total of £2,405,213. The average
per farm works out on these figares at £1,-
7. If we add one-fifth to cover sundries,
administration, ete., we pget £209, which
makes a total of £1,25G, which should have
veen snfficient to ecomplete the work of the
groups as they were on the 17th
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April, 1923 The admiunistraiion charges
for 1923-24 amounted to £26,068; for
1924.25 they amounted to £48,383; and
Tor 1925-26 the administrative charges

inereased to £82,650, threc times as much
as they were during my Jast year. There
were only 1,278 persouns seitled at the end
of June, 1923, but the fotal expenditure
then was £5302,579. During 1923-24 the num-
bers were brougnt up to 2,296, and the sum
uf £818,972 was expended, or a total ex-
penditure under this head of £1,321,551. 1
admit that my last year was not a full
vear, for seiflers were brought on to the
groups during that year. This figure does
not  include roads, draimage, cote. In
1924-25 the total expenditure on 2,229 set-
tlers was £983,951, or a lotal average per
man of £441. That was & full year. At 10s.
a day the eost of sustenanee would have been
£347,724, For 1925-28 the total expenditure
on 2,244 gettlers was £1,197,714, an average
of £538, and at 10s. a Jay the eost would
have been £310,964, Tor 1526-27 the total
expenditnre on 2,048 scttlore was £1,428 856,
an average of £698, and at 10s. a day the
cost would have heen £310,488, The total
expenditure for the three xears was £3,610,-
521, If the scitlers had heen paid 10s. a
day for the thvec years 1024 to 1927, the
eost of sustenance would have been £1,017,-
176, leaving the enormous sum to be ex-
pended otherwise than on the payment of
the 10s. a day, amounfing to £2,503,345. The
total expenditure on the Peel and QOakland
Estates to the 30th June, 1924, was £869,-
96, less expenditure on the Peel and Oak-
lands groups of £274,015, leaving a total
of £595,081 spent other than on group set-
tlements. There are many soldier settlers on
the Peel Estate apart from the groups. The
total expenditure on the Peel and Oakland
Estates and on all group ccttlement on the
30th June, 1924, was £1,926,821, including
roads and drainage. We are now told that
the expenditure on those two estates, in-
cluding groups on the estates, is £2,000,000.
That is an enormousg sum, sud means an ex-
penditure of over £1,100,000 since I left
office. At that time most of the drainage
works, most of the road construetion, and a
great deal of the setilement, including
houses, ete., had been finalised. T do not
know where this sum of over £1,100,000 has
gone. The Minister says the total expendi-
ture an these estates and group settlement
has heen £6,000,000, I am not responsible
for the exnenditure of the last £4.000,000
of that amonnt. The new board which the
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Minister hus appointed wil), I am sure, do
excellent work. If eonsists of Mr. Hewby,
My, Rose and My, Mazzoletti, Mr. Hewby is
attending to the finaneial side of the scheme,
and will do so beiter than the other two
wembers of the beard, who are farmers. Mr.
Rose is a snceessful farmer in  the
South-West, and My. Mazzoletti is a
suceessful farmer in the DNenmark distriet.
Their personal experience ought to cmable
them to handle groups well. The brief re-
port read to us by the Minister agrees with
his statenent regarding blocks to he
abandoned, 1 am sorry the board made
thnt report quite so early. I think they
should have got correet figures and made
a definite stafement. In my opinion, they
ought not o offer highly speculative figurrs
regarding bloeks to be abandoned. How-
over, their job dees not pulk large. Most
great undertakings arve made up of a meve
muoltipliciiy of small things. The work tha
board are doing is in that eategory. Tt is
the making of one small farm multiplied by
{wo thousand. So it onght to bhe a faiyly
simple matter. T eonsider that the hoawd
have been a little preeipitate in snbmitting
that repart: Howevew, T shall not critivise
it. heeause [ am very hopefol they will do
#ood work, and personally T want to give
them the best possible chance., The Min-
ister set, T think, a wrong eonstruction on
the evidenee given by My. Brockman. The
Minister said that My, Brockman had had
nothing to guide him. .In faet, Mr. Brock-
man had the work of snecessful settlers to
auide him, and his evidence said so.

The Minister for Tands: There is alsn

the evidenee nf JMr. Carter.

Hen., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
no ohjeetion at all to that. The Minister
recently dealt n good deal with the light
lands problem in the wwheat belt, and T am
quite certain he will admit that a few years
ago he did not see in our light lands what
he sees in them to-day. I agree with his
statoment that the question of dealing with
light lands has to be faced carefnlly. When
it eomes to making permanent farms on
licht land, we shall have to be very sure
of the price of wheat. T am not in nny way
fuestioning the Minister’s eantion with re-

gard fo licht lands, but T do say that the
npmlcm we held a few years ago eoncerning
our light lands is very different from that
whieh we hold to-day. It is not so long
sinee’ in this Chamber the settlement of
the wheat belt was eriticised. None »f the
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wheat belt was said to be any good. One
Lion. mewmber said 1 ought to be impeached
heeause in settling the wheat belt I had
separated husband and wife, and all that
sort of thing.

The Premier: That was the P.P.A, of tie
day.

1lon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Noj; it
was the PLP., I think,

The Minister for Lands: You remember
that | endorsed your wheat belt proposi-
fion.

Ilon. Sir JAMES MITCILIELL: I am glad
the Minister did. 1 believe the hon. gentls-
man offered less opposition to that proposi-
tion than any other member of the Chamber.
1t is a good thing to he right onee in one’s
life.

The Minister for Lands: T always said
vou were right.

Hon, Sir JAMES MIT(IELL : Yes.
Nowever, the publie were against the
propusition.  They really helieved that the

State was ranning gzreat risks and wasting
millions of money. They could not be
blamed for that.

The Premier: That opicion was largely
due to the propaganda of the Country
Party of that day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I loathe
going back into “Mangard™; T like to oo
forward. But it wounld be rather interest-
ing if some hon. member with a little
leisure would turn hack the pages of
“Hansard” and see exactly what was said
abont the wheat belt. The point, however,
is thai the public were then wrong in their
estimnte of the wheat belt; and just as
they were wrong then, so I think they will
prove to he wrong in their present estimate
of the South-West.

The Minister for Lands: The difference
iz that the wheat helt started at the begin-
ning of bad seasons and low prices.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Concern-
ing the wheat bedt proposition it was said
that the land was no good, that the ¢limate
was no good, nnd that the settlers were no
good. Tn those days it became popular to
condemn fthe whent belt. Frankness is
never appreciated, and does not tepd to
secure popularity. Any man who in those
days declared the wheat belt to be geod
would have had nine out of ten parsons
against him. The opinion of the majority
proved to he wropg. However, that is over
and done with, According to a leiier
whirh reached me onlv vesterdnv, at Soutl-

[ASSEMBLY.|

ern Cross, which is the Lurthest east point
of wheat belt settlement, 10 bags per acre
ure being stripped, and nine and eight and
seven bags are eommuon.  Undoubtedly the
senson there has been wonderful,  Still, it
is a great thing to have had thal produc-
tion,

llor. (. Taylor: There is no reason why
we should not have it in future.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL : In a
plave 237 miles from where we are stani-
ing, the farmers are stripping 10 bags of
wheat to the aeve. We were told that 100
miles cast of Perth was the limit to which
we should go in wheat settlement. It hns
lo be borne 1 mind that the wheat belt is a
north-south belt running from the Murchi.
son River to the Stirling Ranwes, and that
every additional mile in itr widih means a
tremendous thing for the State. The pries
of wheat is evervthing. Wheal growing is
like ronning a store.  Tf you buy a toy
hotse and a mator ear and want to sell
them, nnd if the toy horse has eost vou 1s.,
von mmst put its price up to 1s. 64. in order
tn make a profit, and if vou bought the
motor car at £300 you must get £550 for it
to seeure a profit. Tf you pnt wheat into
a bag at a eost of 4s. per bushel and the
priee of wheat drops o 3s. 11d., you will
soon drop wheat growing. Tt is all a mat-
ter of price. The seller has to get more for
his artiele than it costs him, or else he
must stop.  With the high proteetion under
whieh the farmers suffer, everything thery
dn—rclearing, feneing, water conservation
and so on to the end—is subjeet to murh
higher wages heecause high protection has
made it impossible for people to live unless
they et high wages. The eosts have been
rut up by purely artificial means. Fer-
tiliser, bags, transport, in fact everything
eonnected with the produetion and trans-
port of wheat, has heen made dearer
hy artifieial means to the extent of
at least 50 per cent. The £1 which
was once spent has now to bhe 30s. Multi-
wlving the difference of 108, by 300 or 400
shows the additional ecust to be a serious
thing. T do nnt know how the oresent hizh
costs are to some down, but if wheat falls
in price they will have tn come down. That
prablem ought to eoncern the Federal Parlia-
ment. It is only the 3s. price of wheat that
has made it possible for farmers to do well
while paving the hich cnsts, PBv artifieial
means 80 per eent. has heen added te the
outeoings ef a farm. That is a fearful han-
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dieap, hut it has been met hitherto by the
high price of wheat. I believe wheat wilt
keep up in price beeause of the growing
population of the world and the consequently
growing demands for foodstnffs, and also
because the world has not been opening up
new country by railways, and indeed has
not a great deal of new land to open up.
1 hope, therefore, that escept temporarily,
and that infrequently, the jrice of
wheat will not tall; but we cannot bank
on 9s. per bushel, and therefore the cost ot
production ought to be kept down, We must
view the production of evervthing just as
the mevehant views the importation of any-
thing he wishes to sell. At Southern Cross,
where the land was merely scratehed with
the plough, an English farmer with two fiue
sons and a wife iy getting 10 bags to the acre,
He went there last Iebruary 12 months,
cleared 400 acres, put in 30ths. ol
weedd  and  40lbs, of fertiliser to the
aere, seratehed the land, and wused only
the cheapest possible 1mcthods for paut-
ting in the ecrop. The wheat, when
stripped, may not cost him move than 1s.
per bushel. However, he had a wonderful
season; and the result is just & wonderinl
happening, on the repelition of which we
cannot hank. I suppose that partienlsr
wheat will be the chespest wheat grown m
the world. Two men living at Dowerin, who
won the gold medal and the silver medal
for wheat years ago at the Anglo French Ex-
hibition, grew their wheat, the sixth erop,
without a plough, But they, of course, were
in a heavier rainfall than that of Soulhern
Cro=s. While we all say to the farmer Yo
ooght to fallow and work your land well,”
we say it partly because one must say if;
but if we were out in the eountry with a
few hundred acres eleared, and could scrateh
in a erop at a cheap eost, we would do it.
The risk is run, but it is a risk worth run-
ning. There is not much gained in this workd
without running risks. Tf wheat remains
at 5s.,, we have an unlimited area that will
grow if, including land that will not of itself
make a farm. If wheat comes back to 4z,
our area will of ecourse be considerably lim-
ited. We had hundreds of thousands
of arrex of sand plain undar erop during the
war, nd when the price of whest
fell 2" that land reverted to nature,
simply  beranse wheat could not be pro-
duced on it to sell at 2:;. 6d. The Min-
ister was wrane in his refercnces to Mr,
Downes. e <aid Mr. Downns had worked

An e Dol asinta, an? had  rrayianely
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been o setiler on land adjacent to
the e¢ity. Mr. Downes was the first
te grow clover in a big way on poor
Iand in Western Australia, That was at
Serpentine. He grew elover on 150 acres
of poor land. 'The Minister for Works
knows the place.  When I visited it Mr.
Downes had about 10 sheep to the acre-—
the third lot of sheep for the year. The
land wag very poor land. Ie sold it for
£7,000, equivalent to about £10 per acre for
the part under clover. I have not heen op
the place since, and do not know what it is
like now. 1llowever, Mr, Downes was the
first man in this State to grow clover on
poor land in a big way. [ mentioned that
my administration bad been eriticised no¢
by the Minister, and by eritics outside,
and also by the “Times” correspondent, who
wrote fo that newspaper a letter caleulated
to do this State harm.

The Premier: It is a pily that we do nok
know the persans in Western Ausiralia who
write those articles in Fnglish newspapers.

TIon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI.: Really,
all of s are a little inclined to tell the
worst. The other day there was some rust
in the WMidland distriet, and, astonishing
to relate, a statement was published in the
Press about it. Tf a little rust oeenrred in
the Fastern Stafes. the mafter would eor-
tainly not be made publie. Naturally the
whole of the wheat srown in that area came
under the ban of suspicion, although pro-
bahly the whole thing occurred hecanse a few
nnsnitable varicties of wheat were grown.
As a matter of focf, T made inguiries and I
tound that apart from two or three varielies
of wheat, the occurrence of rust was by no
means general. Tt is a pity that the truth
eannot be stated abount these matters. The
effert of that publieation is to place the
whole distviet nnder snspicion, and if 1
were seeking to buy a farm in this State
T wonld avoid a distriet that was said to
be suffering from the oceurrence of rust in
the erops. The same thing applies regarding
the appearance of thrip in onr anples. We
have made quife a song about that. In the
East they have ronsiderably morve trouble in
connection with their fruit and other crops
than we have. They would send their ap-
ples with codlin moth to us at any time if
we wonld allow their snpplies to land on
our whnrves. The people in the East are
not all the time talking about the codlin
moth in their avples, or their potato flies,
or the other diseases that are present. We
are too prone to talk about our tronbles and
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often criticisms are wide of ilhe mark. Re-
eently the Western Australian correspon-
dent of the London “Times” saw fit to eriti-
cise the land settlement schemes in this
State. He said tbat in the inauguration of
the group settlement scheme there was too
mueh haste and not enough attention given
to detail. There was no haste, and every
detail! was well thought ont. There were
1,278 settlers to the end of June, 1923. That
represented about 18 months work. Just
imagine it being said that we were too hasty
in proceeding at that rate! In {he next year
there were 1,018 settlers. Yet it is said that
there wns too much haste. T say that if we
do not go mueh faster than we have done
~o far, this country will not be in the posses-
sion of white men in 50 years’ time. Land
settlement is the one great industry that we
can develop rapidlv. We bave no con-
giderable secondary industries and therefore
our one great opportunity is in conneetion
with the land. Yet it is said there has
been too much haste! I have endeavoured
to show that the scheme in detail was eare-
fully congidered, and I know that the ex-
penditure was ecarefully serntinised to the
17th June, 1924, It has to be remembered
that 1 was not withont some Ministerial ex-
perience, nor was I inexperienced in con-
nection with land settlement. I had nuder
my Ministerial control the settlement of
the wheat belt for some years and I suffered
criticism. [ kuew that the development of
the South-West wounld not be any more
popnlar than had been the settlement of
the wheat belt. I knew what to expect.
[t was not expected that the settlement
of the South-West would pe admitted by
eritics fo have been as earefully thought
ont ax had been the development of the
wheat helt 20 years earlier. However, there
was no haste, and every detail was cared
for.  We are never likely to suffer in
Western Anstralia beeanse we go foo fast,
hut vather beeause we do not go fast
enough, Land settlement here iz a really
wonderful thing, and I believe that the
amount of moncy invested in the agricul-
fural and pastoral industries of the State
—when T talk about the amount invested, T
include the efforts of the workers who have
engaged in the task of land seftlement too—
reaches something like £100,000,000. The
production this vear will be worth at least
£20,000,000. T wonder if we ever think
how mueh is invested in them and how im-
portant these industries are. Do we ever
consider the great work this country has
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been doing with the aid of men without
capital or experience? When speaking to
a man some years ago I asked him what
was the first quality he would look for in
w man who was to become a farmer. He
replied, "1 would want him to be able to
groom horses.”

The Minister for Lands: T want perse-
verance and industry,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
this man had more experience! Of course,
t is easy to get some men with persever-
ance, and industry too, but it is not so easy
to get men who are accumstomed to the care
of horses. The point T want to make is
that in the days before the appearance of
motor ears in England, everyone kept
horses, and many men learnt how to care
for them. A great proportion of those
men were residents of towns and when they
went on the farms in Western Australia,
thev knew how to look after settlers’ horses.
Thus they were able to go on the Tand and
{o emrry on. Then again, there have heen
millions of people in England with small
plots that they were able to work., I
saw many such plets when I was in
England. They were part of the reserves.
Plots aboul the size of the Legislative Ae-
semhly Chamher were to be seen all over
the place, and on them were grown vege-
tzbies of various deseriplions. People wern
to be seen streaming abont the parks and
yet they did not touch a potato or n pen
ur a tomato, or whatever was growing on
fhe various plots, despite the fact that all
were quite unproteeted. People are en-
couraged to grow vegetables in that way,
and thousands of them reap some such ex-
perience before leaving the 0ld Country.
Any experience of growing things is use-
ful to a farmer. Most women can grow
vegetables, and I think it is due to that
fact that many men have suceceded on the
land in Western Australia. Canada has
invested £1,500,000,000 in agriculture, and
inst vear their production represented
£237,000,000. Thus if we have £100,000,000
invested in our agricultural and pastoral
industries with a return of £20,000,000, we
have achicved practieally the same percent-
age as Canada has. I have no mesns of
arriving accurately at the amount invested,
Tut I believe we have the sum T mention.
It is a comfortable feeling to know {hat
it is there. If we delve into these figures,
they disclose what a magnilicent asset we
keve in our State. As the Minister stated
the other evening, this great industry is the
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only big absorber of younz men. It is prae-
tically impossible for men to get work in this
State except in econnection with the land,
If we are to absorb any great number of
men in the wheat belt, a lot of the light
land will have to be used, and that means
that we will liave fo build more roads and
railways. The other day I said that if we
built 500 miles of railway and opened
8,000,000 acres of land, it would be a good
thing. We have not so many millions of
acres of land adjacent to our railways, even
fneluding poor land, if we exclnde the tim-
ber reserves and take ont the millions of
acres that have been served hy railways
slrendy, more than onee, Some of the
Innd is already served twiee over hy rail-
way lines and, in the case of Merredin, the
ventre is five times served by the various
iunctions. If we take them out, T do not
think we have 6,000,000 acres of land
adjacent fo railway lines, even if we in.
clnde the timber reserves. Thus we must
have railways if we ave to settle more neople.
I saw from a return dealing with the land
used in the United States, that the area taken
by raillways, roads and towns represents
40,000,000 acres. The Western Australian
rorrespondent of the London “Tiines” in
hi= artiele in the issue of the 20th Sepiem-
ber, 1927, made wvarious statements thal
were answered by my old friend, the Agent-
Gencral, who acted promptly, and alse by
Lady Apslev. In her letter to the “Times”
Lady Apsley pointed out that the group
settlement scheme in Western Australia was
not a failure and would be a great success.
However, the harmn is done, The publica-
tion of such statements eannot be overtaken.

The Minister for Lands: There is no
harm done. The pressure in connection
with migration still continues in England,
s¢ that no barm can have heen done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Every-
on¢c knows that there are thonsands of
people waiting to come out to Western Aus-
tralia, but the harm is done because the
vight class of people, when they read such
reports, refrain from coming., These stink-
ing fish reports must do a lot of harm. If
the statements represented the fruth, it
would be a different matter. I do not know
that the writer has been eareful in his
statements of fact, either. In any ease I
think the article eontains many stupid state-
ments to emanate from anyone in this State,
and although it looks as if it wore inspired,
the article contains much that is damaging
and untrue.
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The Premier: There are some men in
this State who get a living by writing that
sort of matter to papers in the Old Coun-
try, and who should be deported if we lknew
whe they were.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.

The Premier: They live in the State anil
defame it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T in-
tend writing to the London “Times” my-
self, but statements of this description take
a lot of catching up. It is a faet that the
South-West of this State is as important and
valuable as the wheat nelt is, in its way, and
as the northern pastoral lands are in their
way. However, we have a glovious task
hefore us in developing the South-West.
Climate means so much in the production of
our erops and we have as fine a climate in
the South-West as can be found in any other
part of the world. Tt is trne that the South-
West is not popular, and that it is popular
with some people to deery it. IL I sought
temporary popularity I would deery it, but
it is not in me to decry angthing in Western
Australia. T think the Premier will admit
that I am wnot happy in criticising when
I do feel that I must eriticise, and that I
am never so happy as when I am able 1o
say somcthing in which I thoroughly be-
lieve, regarding the great State in which
we live. Tt is not beeause I was born here
that such things appeal to me. T helieve in
Western Ausiralia thoroughly, and during
my public life T have made many statements
none of which, I helieve, could be challenged
after the lapse of time. T know it s always
popular to deery any suggestion that is new
or anything that looks like constructive work.
Thus it is easy to decry the work under-
taken in the South-West. I will read an
article to the House—not the damned article
that appeared in the London “Times,” be-
eause this would make memhers feel ilt Tor
a week. The article I will read represents
a statement made by Mr. Prowse at Mr.
Money’s Sonth-West  conference. M,
Prowse is a brother of the Federal memhor,
He started in a small way, has farmed in
the South-West for some years and has
achicved wonders. T commend the state-
ment to the attention of members. Tt ap-
reared in the “Sonth Western Times” on
the 1st Novemhber, 1927, and was reported
as tollows:—

He had often been langhed at for saying
that there was no gooed land and no really had

land in the South-West. Te said there way
no good land hecausc there was not an aere
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of it could be planted withont using artificinl
manure, and there was ne woor land becaups:
the poorest of it rosponded to superphosphate
Just ag quickly as the best of it. The poorest
of their country was the beachy sand and
even that had its value, because the ridges »f
it wers in low lying country and provided
shelter for stock and a dry lying up plaece,
and being a camping ground for stoek it waa
gradually built up and would cventually re-
spond to artificial manure.  Recently he
showed a Vietorian over some of his pastures
which had never been ploughed. The land
was originally covered im paper barks and
mint. Ilis method was to chop down and kill
the trecs, burn, and then top dress and sow
the land 2s he had deseribed. ‘To-day that
land was equal to any pasture in the world,
with prasses 2ft. 6in. high, with many English
grasses and Duteh elover. He had used many
various classes of manure and the land was
now as level as a billiatd table. When the
Vietorian visitor saaw it he saild ‘‘But this is
Chinaman’s garden land,”’ meaning land
which had had hundreds of Joads of stabls
and stock manore on it and which was
worked down like a garden hed. Every farmer
must wateh his land elosely and find out what
in reguired. It took millions of years to pro-
duce the little humus that was found in thn
801l and which was the basis «f all plant food.
Superphosphate only made it available for the
plants, but if the humus was turned down hy
deep ploughng where the shallow  rooting
plants coulidl not reach it, and then super was
put on the land it was :nerely adding to the
acidity of the soil 2nd induecing the growth of
sorrel where there should be a magnifieent
erop of clover.

With elearing consisting merely of chopping
down aud burning up, bhe produced that
wonderful pasture. After referring to group
settlement he continued:—

Tn threo yeara they could produce pastures
equal to land selling at £20 to £30 in the East.
He invited the officials to sisit his place nd
hia expense where he was carrying more stock
than any farmer in the South-West. On
1,000 acres he was carrying 400 head of cattle
all the year round. What he had said was
not said in a hoastful spirit but so that the
nacessary impetus would be pgiven to people
on the groups who were despondent. ‘*Tha
opportunity ia there for those who ean handle
it,?? concluded Mr. Prowse. ‘*We shonld take
the opportenity before it has gone from us.’?

Mr. Prowse tells of poor land being pnt
under grass at a cost up to £3 10s. per acre
and preducing magnificent pasture. He
goes on to say that the land is not better
than the worst land on the groups. That is
the statement of an cxperienced man.
Years ago we tried similar methods but
I suppose the work was not done
properly. We tried it at Denmarck
many years ago, but now if is being done
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all over the Sounth-West. A friend of
mine was advised by Professor Paterson
that all his land needed was fertiliser. He
said, “Yon do not want seed; all you want
is fertiliser.” The explanation was that

part of his land had been growing
clover for years and the seed wag
spread about. A few years ago we
would have thought it :impossible, Dbut

in hundreds of places this simple work is
now being done and it means a tremendous
saving of cosl. Tt means that land ean be
placed under pasture with very little de-
lay., Thut is something we have learnt in
the last few years. [ hope we shall get
sood results from the Group Settlement
Board. The expenditure is the real trouble.
All land will stand a certain amount of
expenditure, but it will not stand an un-
limited amount. The Group Settlement
Board are capable of doing good work anld
they have the work to do.

The Premier: No three men in the State
have a more important job at present.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
80, becanse if the group work is not success-
ful, it will have the effect of tying up the
rest of the Bouth-West perhaps for years.
We eannot afford to import from the East-
ern States butter and other produce to the
tune of two millions a vear. If we were
producing seven millions worth of gold,
we night be able to send a ecouple of
millions away for produce, but in tihe
present circumstances we cannot afford to
make such importations. We receive from
the Fastern States eight million pounds
worth of goods and send them only =
million and =2 third. Consequently, we
have to borrow the money to pay for the
difference. We have to say to London,
“Pay over to the credit of New South
Wales, Vietoria, and South Anstralia
£6,700,000 of our money.” I do not say
we ean produee the whole of the cight
million pounds worth, but we can produce
£3,000,000 wo-th of the imported foodstufls
and it is a diserace that we are not doing
it. The prosperity of the State is held up
because of the fact that onr money is being
gent tn the Tastern States for produre that
conld he raised here. The gross prodnetinn
of wealth in this eountrv is £27,000,000 and
from that has to be dedncted the value of
all those rmports, Money sent awav for
imports is money gone for ever. The man
who last month produeed £200 wo-th of
butter fat—several of those snpplving tha
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Bunbury batter factory did so--has kept
£200 in this State and that money will
grow. What has gone to the East has gone
for ever; what we save grows.

The Premier: And that man would put
the money tack into the land and get £300
for it next year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes. It
is good to keep in mind that what we im-
port from the East represents money gone,
and what we save will grow. The 30 tons
of hutter produced at Bunbury last week
represents money that will grow in rhe
State for a long time to come. T hope the
(tovernment will not adopt the suggested
40 miles hetween railways as against the
25 miles. The Engineer-in-Chief evidently
favonrs the grealer distance, but I notice
that Mr. Melarty and Mr. Camm objeet
to the 40 miles distance. I was astonished
to read the following paragraph in the
““West Australian” of the 14th November—

The recent announcement hy the Minister
for Lands and Agriculture (Mr. M. F, Trov)
that the trustees of the Agricultural Bank had
decided to make advances on lands within 20

miles of an existing or authorised railway, has
been favourably commented upon.

Where there is land 20 miles from an exist-
ing railway, and a line is likely to be built
within five or ten miles of it, the systein
is perfectly safe. T snppose that is what
the Agrienltaral Bank trustees are doing.
The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL :
pararraph econtinunes—

The

Mr. Troy's definite statcment that the =x
tension of the bank’s limit irom 1214 milss
to 20 miles daes not in any way imply that
the Government propose to build railwava 40
miles apart, ingtead of 25 milcs as at preseni
has led to considerable conjacture as to what
distance the Government reallv intend to sct
railways npart. Tt is believed that Mr. Bankes
Amerv, the representative of the British Gowv:
ernment in  Anstralin, favonra railways in
Western Anstralia Leing built 40 miles apart,
but the State Gavernmeant do not scem inelined
to cxeeed n 30-mile limit.

The Minister for Lands: That is only the
pressman's conjectnre.

The Minister for Railways : Twvidently
made with the intention of drawine some-
one ont.

The Premier: T think it wonld be absurd
for a man in Mr. Bankes Amery's nogition
to off»~ an opinion on it.
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Hon. Sir JAMXS
paragraph concluded—

MITCHELL : The

A definite pronouncement upon this point
by the Premier is being awaited with interest.

I hope the Government will not consider
increasing the distance between ratlways
beyond 25 miles. It 18 useless to think of
road transport as being cheaper than rail-
way. It eosts as mmueh to lay a mile of
road as to lay a mile of railway; in faet,
rather more. It ecosts 10d. to ls. per ton
per mile for road hawage, and if we take
an average increase of four miles of
carting by laying the ralways 40 miles
instend of 23 miles apart, it means
4s. for every ton of wheat grown.
I live at Northam, 66 wmiles from Perth,
and the freight is 9s. 6d. IE I lived 100
miles away, I should have to pay only
10s. 11d., or 1s. G4, more. For an addi
tional four miles the railway haulage woula
be 214d, but the voad hazlage would cost
another 45. per ton. We must serve our
land by railways in o manncr that will be
effective, and it would not be right to adopt
any distance greater than 25 miles. We
cannot build and maintain roads for heavy
motor traflic. Regavding the money being
spent on roads now, the trounble will be not
in construetiom, but for maintenance, and
for all time the maintenance will be a fear-
ful burden, notwithstanding that we are
spending considerable sums and construct-
ing the roads solidly. Tf we boild thousands
of miles of roads to <amy heavy motor
traffic instead of building rallways, we
shall be making a vory sad mistake.

The Minister for Hailways: No direct
revenne comes from the roady as it does from
the railways.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
g0, but we require only snfficient from our
railways to cover interest and working costs.
1t ie pot fair to make a land owner whose
property abuts on the read. keep the road
in order Why shonld a Jand owner near
the Northam-road keep in zepair the threugh
rond which is used a hundred times more
by prople from outside the district than by
ncaple in the distriet? Tt cannet be done
under the stress of modern traffic and so
railways mnst still be buil. I think the
cheap freights should apply to the nearest
port. We must have the rheapest possible
froight for anr expovters ond it should ap-
plv tn the nearest port, but nuder the zone
~vetam that ig not s, We ought, ss far as
eaeourage prodncers to use the

omacihla
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railways in preference to the roads. The
Minister for Works knows what it means to
maintain roads running parallel with rail-
ways. To maintain the road from Perth to
Bunbury or the road from Perth to Northam
costs nearly as much as to keep a railway
in order. All the traffic could go over
the railway and it could be carried more
theaply, and we wouid save the enormous
~ost of maintaining the resd to carry heavy
traflic. I should like to hear what the Min.
ister has to say on the gquestion. I feel sure
lie will agree with me that it is not & good
poliey to maintain parsllel with railways
roads for heavy motor lorries that knock
the roads to pieces. I do not suppose that
My. Bankes Amery exprested the opinion
credited to him, Anyhow, he is not quali-
fied to do se.

The Premier: I dn not think he expressed
any such opinion. It has nothing te do with
his business.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCITELL: The man
who is located five miles from a railway
docs not think ke is so fortunate as the
man who is only two miles away, and the
man who is ten miles distant naturally con-
siders he is too far. Wg should make
provision so that produeers can cover the
yourney to the railway station and back in
a day. That should be the standard, and it
is the only standard that will make for econ-
omical working. My object an speakine this
afternoon was mainly te present figures on
the group settlement work and especially on
the South-West, A great deal could be said
nbout land settlement generally, but it has
heen said so often thal there is no need to
yepent it on this occasion. I am glad to
learn that the sick miners are getting the
best land we can select for them, and I
hope that everyihing that can be done for
them will be done to make their lives com-
fortable. I do not know muech ahout the
dread disense fromn which the mincrs suffer,
but T do know, having met these people,
that the ravages of the disease are terriblie.
We need to give them all the help we ean to
make their lives as comfortable as possible
I have no more o say except that we have
lo stand by agricultural development where-
sver we have land to develop. We must
have as many people as possible on the
land, and particularly our own people, those
who are trained for the land. We have
schools of agriculture at Muresk and Nar-
rogin, and students there mwust be encour-
aged to the fullest extent to go on the land,
because that is their only hope. If they
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take up land vew, in the not very distaut
future they will be their own masters and
will secure for thewselves a competency. W
must encourage our own people fo become
farmers. I am not referring to West Aus-
tralian born people; I am referring to peo-
ple now in the State. People have come
from the Easfern part of Australia to take
up land. 'We should encourage themn in every
way. That is the fairest thing to do and it
will lead to suceess. It has been very hard to
get our own people to go on the land. I
made every effort that I possibly could to
induce them to take up avens. When it
comes to farming on small holdings it is
something that they are nct accustomed to.
Many of them do not like milking cows and
{eeding pigs. Neither can we induce our own
people to engage in the fishing industry:
we have to get people from Greece or Italy
to cateh the fish we require.

The Minister for Lands: We must try to
create a dairying atmosphere.

on. 8ir JAMES MITCFELL: In Vie-
toria the dairying indusiry is worth as much
ns the wheat industry to ihat State. This
Vietorin  will not suffer to the

year

same extent as we would suffer in
similar eiremmstances, Dbeeause that State
has the dairying indusiry to  fall

hack upon when the wheat erop, as is the
case this year, is one half what it might
have been. Unfortunately in Western Aus-
tralia we send away every ounce of gold
we produce to purchase butter and bacon.
What we want to see here is that our people
shall become land owners and land worker:.
Their chance will nof be for ever, or cven
for very long. We cannot afford to wait,
‘We must inerease our national income tre-
mendously if we are to live at the rate we
are living now. If our extravaganee is
not curtailed the money that we produce
will not be enongh to support us. We
cannot spend £3,000,000 on motor ears and
petrol, and perhaps £4,000,000 on drapers
unless we work hard for those things.
Without produetion we eannot have a high
standard of living,

The Premicr: The only way to maintain
o ligh standard of living is to inerease pro-
duetion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
must be solid production. We cannot con-
tinue fo export £15,000,000 worth of pro-
duets and import £18.000,000 worth, If we
had that £3,000,000 in our favour instead
of against ns, it would be cirenlated here
to our advantage. We are living on im-
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ported goods, which is wrong. If we con-
tinue in that way we shall also continue to
pay a big interest bill on that £3,000,000
instead of having the money for cireulation
within the State. If we had it we could
inerease the national asset, which would
mean providing work for people and addi-
tional trade all along the line. Trade is
inereased by the money thal is eirculated,
and it ecan also provide a power of work.
But we are not doing that; we are sending
our pound away and we are not getiiny
our pound’s worth for it. It is very hard
to get the people to understand.

MER. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [5.53]: I had
much pleasure in listening to the Minister
for Lands introduce his Estimates on Thurs-
day night. He had a very pleasant story to
tell. It must be very gratifying to him as
Minister to know that the department under
his control is flourishing and that the agri-
cultural areas are responsible for a rapid
inerease in produclion, The Minister also
dealt with several important subjeets, some
of which I intend to touech upon. The Min-
izter referred to the alteration of the policy
of the Agrieultural Bank in dealing with
Jand. T have liad a great deal to do wilh
the Agricultural Bank in the past in the
way of securing loans for my constituents,
and I have found that they have altered
their policy somewhat in the last two or
three vears. Two vears ago they wrote to
me to the effect that they were not preparard
to advanee money on land that was more
than 12%% miles from & roilway, and also
on not less than 640 acres of first-class land.
Later on they informed me they would deal
with the individual on his merits when that
individual was 20 miles from a railway.
The Bank has done that in my electorate
for the last two years. About nine months
ago the bank intimated its intention to ad-
vance up to 75 per cent, in distriets to
which a railway had heen anthorised, and
where the Jand was first class and wonld
he, when the line was econstructed. 12l%
miles from that line. The announcement of
the Minister is gratifying to me because a
deputation from Kast Mollerin waited on
me this morning on the subjeet of advances.
The people sitnated out there have not been
able to get any assistanece from the bank,
but T hope, with the publication of the
Minister's statement, that the Agricultural
Bank will assist the scttlers in that pari
of the State. In Western Australia T find
that we have 31 million acres of land alien-
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ated, or in process of alienation from the
Crown. It has been said also that we have
GB million acres of land that can be utilised
for mixed farming, I find also from statis-
ties that we have 9,730,000 acres of land
eleared or partially cleared. That is wun-
derful work for a small population such
as ours. The area under cultivation has
increased more rapidly during the last few
vears than ever before. 1 wish, however,
to deal particularly with an arficle that
appeared in our leading newspaper a little
while ago. Talk about pessimism! This
wns the most pessimistic artiele I ever reail
rezarding the resources of Western Austra-
lin. The article appeared in the “West
Australian” on the 25th October last. When
such statements are published as coming
from an ordinary correspondent, we do not
always believe them and we do not take
much notice of them, but when we find that
they are made in the leading columns of
the principal newspaper of the State, then
it is time to reply. It is surprising to me
how u newspaper, earning its profits in
this country, should comment to the extent
that the “West Australian” did in the
article of the 28th Oectober. This is what
it said—

The value for agricultural purposes of the
forest lands (the heavier lands) of Western
Australia which lie within the zone of a 10-
ineh rainfall, has bhoen definitely established.
These lands, indeed, give promise under sus-
tained scientific treatment of proving to bhe,
acre for ncre, among the moast productive for
wheat growing in the Commonweaith. Bul
for every acre the State posscsses of smeh
country, many as those aeres are, it ean Le
ne cxaggeration to say that it embraces,
within the same territorial limits, a% least 22
acres of light land the real value of which is
problematical.

Tt went on to say—

It is becausc of these at present extensive
barren wastes that Western Aunstralia has one
mile of railway for every 92 units of its popu-
lation.

That is the most damning statement ever
made by a newspaper in Western Australia
and the position is made worse when we
know there is not a vestige of truth in it
1t is not possible to find out how many
aeres of such land we have, but to say that
in the 31 million acres selected we have
1,550,000 of first-class land and the rest
is barren waste, when we know that we
have nearly 10 million acres of land cleare:l
in that area, is absurd. Then to say that
an area of one million acres only is fit fox
agriculture is a statement that I cannot
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understand o reputable newspaper making.
I wish to tell tbe House my opinion of the
land of Western Australia. I live in the
covntry and I farm land. I might there-
fore be forgiven for saying that I know
something about it. I have travelled
through the ceantry and I know something
also about the light lands of the State. The
Minister referred to the Light Londs Cow-
mission. Two and a half years ago the
then Minister for Lands stated that we had
9 million acres of light lands that were 1214
miles from a railway that were practically
nseless. lle appointed Mr. Bostock to
report on those lands and the report was
laid on the Table of the House. Mr.
Bostock inspected 4,600,000 acres. Al-
though he did not inspect all the light
lands within 121% miles of a railway, he
inspected nearly all of them. But when he
comes to look for 9,000,000 aeres he finds
only 4,600,000 acres, Since the date of that
report nearly 2,000,000 acres of that land
has been selected. So, if we have 31,000,000
acres alienated, and have only 2,600,000
acres left on the hands of the Crown, it
must mean that the people of Western Aus-
tralia do not know what the quality of the
land is like. In the report of the Light
Lands Commission certain recommenda-
tions were made. I do not agree with thae
findinrs of that Comumission. We would
have had mueh more information if there
had been ineluded in that Commission one
or two practical light land farmers. The
report was finalised hy departmental offi-
cers, and in my opinion it was not of so
much value as it would have been had it
heen finalised by practical men. A number
of the recommendations I eould not agree
with. To say that one shonld not be
allowed to sell the products of light lands
for some vears is absurd, for the only
possihle way of clearing light land is by
setting fires through it in order to burn the
timter. The Minister stated that the Agn-
cultural Bank were advanelng monev on
light lands. A litfle while apo I received
a lefter from the bank informine me they
were prepared to advance up to 50 per cent.
of the value of the improvements on good
second class land of not less than 2,000
acres. In other words, they were not pre-
pared to advance on third class land at a'l.
If the development of our light lands is
not as far ahead to-day as it shonld be, it
is not altogether the fanlt of the Iand. To
a great extent it is the fault of the Govern-
ment departments. 1 have previously traced
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the ustory of the seitlement of light lands
in Western Australia, and I propose to do
ro again. It was during the period 1911
to 1914 that some of the officials noticed
that the light land under crop was pro-
ducing reasonable results in the light rain-
falls of those years. Consequently the
Agricultural Bank advised settlers {o clear
light land, and even assisted them to do sn.
But the trouble was that while we were
seratching onr heavier land with the eulti-
vator and nsing 45lbs. of seed to the actre,
they advised us to do the same with the
light land. That, we now know, leads
straight to failure. The last time I spoke
on this subject, the Minister contradicted
me in the Press. e did not quote me
correetly. What I said was that the Indus-
tries Assistance Board had done as much
as anybody else to condemn light lands,
inasmueh as they had advanced the same
quanlity of manuve for light lands as for
the heavier lands. In my own district a
nuniber of farms that were abandoned in
those vears have since been re-selected.
They are now all improved and the farmers
on them ars thoroughly successful. That is
the result of improved methods.

The Minister for Tands: Buat those who
confrol the finances of the country have to
walk earefully and always look for experi-
enee,

Mr, L.INDSAY: I agree with that. In
this instance they did assist the settlers Lo
farm the light lands, and so 1 suppose we
must not blame them toe much.

The Minister for Lands: It was an error
that anybody might have made.

My. LINDSAY: T agree with that. My
trouble is not so much with the errors of
the past, but that in consequence of those
errors there was a large number of failures.
Another reason for failure was this: those
men had to get machinery and super and
seed from the Industries Assistance Board,
and ve-y often they got it late. Moreover,
generally speaking, the worst men seemed
to be on the worst land. The result, of
course, was additional failnres. And 22
this was made much worse by the faet that
after 1914 we had four very wet vears
conseentively. Tight land, as we know,
daes not like execessive rainfall, and so that
also helped to make failures. But in 1919
the Government declared a policy of no
more assistance for light lands. Practically
all that is being done on licht land to-day
is being done by the individual settler
with his own cash. No assistance is heine
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rendered by the Government. I want to deal
with that gquestion, because the light land
problem in Western Australin is a very im-
portant one. It is not that there is one acre
tn every 21. I have here a report of the
Railway Advisory Board, dealing with the
extension of the Lake Mollerin railway to
serve 896,000 acres, of which 250,000 acres
is first class forest land, and 246,430 acres
has been seleeted. [n every distriet in
the eastern portion of m;- electorate the
thing applies, just as it does in any other
distriet, There is an average of onc acre
of first elass land to every aere of secomd
or third class land. But in certain portions
of the Stale we have large areas of second
class land. In my opinion the second class
lands in the drier portions of the wheat bels
will produce, and are preducing, better crops
than ean be raised on the forest eountry.
At Bencubbin there is held every vear a

b0-acre cropping competition. 0Of many
competitors last year only two |had
light lend, while at least a dozer had

first elass land, The Grst and second prizes
both went to erops on land of light quality,
land that the Agrieultura] Bank would not
agree to advance a penny upon. Tn my
epinion that is what is increasing our wheat
yields, namely, the large aveas of light land
that are being brought under cultivation.
However, it reflects ra eredit on the depart-
meut, for these lands have heen and are
being developed by the individnal setilers.
We have a light lands experimental farin
at Wongan Hills. This vear sees its third
erop. The Minister seems to have somie
doubt about these light lands, and to hold
the opinion that they are good only while
they are new.

The Minister for Lands: No. What I saidl
was that sueh land must not be exhausted:
it must be built ap.

Mre. LINDSAY: I know from experence
that light land is not much good while it is
new land. We require to take three or four
evops off it before it gives the best return.
But, of course, I agree with the Minister
that it must be built up; at all events to
the extent that it must be worked in rotation.
In order to illustrate my remarks, I propose
ta give Ogures dealing with one partieular
point., T gave them all the other night, hut
I wish now to enlarge upon them, for they
afford definite proof of what area of light
land iy under erop and what the yield is.
On plan 33/80 we find there are 127,547
acres stripped for wheat. In addition, of
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wourse, & large area is cut for hay, oats,
and burley, and another large area is under
fallow. Il is safe to assume from that plan
of 600,000 secres that over 300,000 acres are
cleared and have been under erop. The
area in that plan prodnces more wheat—
it 15 all in my electorate—than the area ol
uny other plan in the State. It also pro-
duces a very high average yield. Yet that
plan contains more light land than does any
othier plan of my electorate, nlthough noth-
ing like oue acre in 20; there may be three
acres of light land to every aere of forest
land. 1 am illustrating the production for
the reason that this is the plan I spoke of
in the House before Mr. Bostogk was ap-
pointed, when [ asked that some competent
observer sheuld be sent to that district. For
there are up there many farmess with noth-
ing but light laads, notwilhstanding which
they have been farming successfully for the
past 10 vears or so. 1 want to show that
the great inerease in aereage under crop in
that gdistrict during the last four years or
s0 has been an inerease in light lands. Take
that area of 600,000 zeres, 1f it was as the
“West Australian” says it is, it would be
30,000 acres of first class land, whercas we
know that 127,000 acres were stripped for
wheat alone and ore than 300,000 acres ave
cleared. I think the department and the
bank should be doing more for the develop-
ment of light land. I have put up many
cases to the trostees of the bank. Some of
the scttlers unfortunately have been refused
agsistanee on the seore that they have not
2,000 qere«. Bul those men have heen farm-
ers or farm hands for years, and are really
good men. Although a great arca of light
land has been taken up in the northern part
of ray electorate, unless assistance is given
to those men they eannot centinue to earry
out improvements. Most of the men who go
on the land in this State are without eapital,
and they have been taught to expect assist-
ance from the Qovernment. Several men
have written to me, but becavse they did
not have 2,000 acres each, notwithstanding
that it was second class land, they were not
assisted.

The Minister for Lands: Tt is not a sound
proposition.

Mr. LINDSAY: Tt is remarkable that in
Western Australia we require a settler to
have more land than would be required in
any other place in the world. T do not know
why that should be. That is another idea
in people’s minds when they say that the
‘Western Australian land is not so good ns
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land in other countries. I do not agree with
that. I had an experience in Vietoria in
February of last year. Y was inquiring into
the light land problem and was taken {o
Manangatan to a farmers’ conference, of
which they made me chairman. 1 travelled
some 200 miley through that couniry in a
motor ear, and I am prepared to say that
in Western Australia we have very little land
as bad as that I saw in that northern mallee
country of Vietoria. And what did the
settlers al the conference ask for?  This
question of area of land was disenssed, and
they asked that the holdings should be in-
creased to 800 acres. Most of them had G40
acres. I lived amongst them for three days,
talked to them, saw their farms, examinad
the land, and I say unhesitatingly that ex-
cept for onr wodgil country, or perhaps our
yellow sandplain, our land, even out huge
acres of solid sandplain, are better than what
I saw in Northern Vietoria. The Minister
for Lands talked of the mallee country and
veferred to the diffienlty of snekering.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr, LINDSAY : Before tea T was dealing
with the interjection of the Minister for
Lands with regard to the size of farms. T
was referring to the nreas ¥ had fonnd when
T visited Vietoria. A conference T attended
there usked that the size of farms be in-
ereased to 800 acres. T have referred to this
matter before, because it seems to me im-
portant. TUnfortunately, however, other
memhers have not taken the interest in it
that T bave. One of the reasons why T
brought up the question iz the policy of the
Agcicnltural Bank in declining to advance
money unless a settler has 2,000 nacres of
second class land, In many eases this leads
to foureing Industries Assistance Board
seftlers or soldier settlers to take up 2,000
aeres of good forest country. T believe that
a good deal of the lands of the State have
been developed in spite of Government de-

partments, and without rasistance from
them. We are not receiving the as-
sistance 1in the development of the
land that we are entitled to. We

have now reached the stage when a
man is forced to select 2,000 acres in order
to get an Agrienltural Bank advance. That
area is not a ome-man holding. Our great
problem in the early dayvs of settlement was
to find sufficient money with which to de-
velop onr land. If we are obliged fo hold
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a lot of surplus land, we must find the
wherewithal to pay land tax, road board
rates and devote the necessary time and
lahour to cope with the rabbits. Tndevel-
oped land is always a menace to the owner
as well as a deterrent to his progress. Not
many men in Western Australia have been
able to develop 2,000 acres in less than 1%
or 20 years. A man cannot develop his
holding mueh under £4 an aere in the case
of first class land. It may be possible to
develop light lands for £3 an acre, but it
eannot be done under £4 in forest country.
When we say that a man must fake up not
less than 2,000 acres of land, we are forcing
him to beecome a capitalist. The Agrieul-
tural Bank should he available to persons
who have holdings of a reasonable size. It
should not he the means of forcing them to
take up too much land, for in snch a ease
it is harmful to the settler. When he has
too much land he cannot do a fair thing by
any of it. This means that we nre keeping
the eountry back, becanse it takes too long
to develop n big holding.

The Minister for Lands: This year I saw
a farm where 1,000 acres were under wheat
for the first time.

Mr. LINDSAY: That man may have had
n lot of capital of his own. The average
man that i3 going on the land has little or
nothing, and has to be assisied. I know of
one man who took up land only 18 months
ago, but he now has 2,000 acres under crop
and 4,000 acres under fallow. That is on
despised light lInnd. In every part of the
world land gets back into biz holdings
quickly enough without the Government
foreing the people to take up large areas.
In my own distriet during the last ten years
the average holdings have increased eonsid-
crably in size. At Bencubbin ten vears ago
the average helding was 1,560, and to-day it
is 1,713 acres. Tn the early days of the
settlement at Wyaleatchem the settlers did
not take up so much land, but in 1915 the
average holding was 1,073 acres, and to-day
it is 1,453 acres. One of the rensons why
I went to Vietoria was to make inquiries into
the light Iands question. At the conference
there T met farmers who were settled on land
in the mallee eountry no better than owr
thivd class land, and they were asking for
the areas to be increased to 800 acres.
These men ought to have known something
ahout the question becaunse they had bheen
settled there for a long time,
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The Premier: 1}o you say that the malles
ecountry is nuv better than our third eclass
land?

Mr, IINDSAY: I am alluding to the
northern mallee lands on the South Aus-
tralian border.

The Minister for Lands: I saw mallee
lands in Vietoria that were superior to our
sandplain country.

Mr. LINDSAY: T am giving my own
views, a8 I am entitled to do. The land at
Murrabillie was no better than the light
Iands in this State.

The Premicr: Of what size are the hold-
ings there?

Mr. LINDSAY: About 800 acres. The
wheat vield there proves what the land is
like.

Mr. Latham: Recently they have made two
holdings out of three.

Mr. LINDSAY: Before T visited those
mallee lands with the Sgperintendent of
Agrienlture T aseertained the rainfall re-
eords for that purt of the State. There had
been rain some 60 miles out from Murrea-
hillie, notwithstanding which the Govern-
ment records showed that the rainfall was
only a little over 10 inches, and the men were
expected to make a suecess on that. T do
not say all the mallee lands in Vietoria are
of that class, for there is some eountry
around Mildura that is very much hetter.
When T got to Murrabillie on the South
Australian bhorder T conld not see anvthing
that conld he classed with a lot of our third
class land. T have also partienlars dealine
with the average area of farms in the United
States, where wheat is grown. In North
Dakota, where the farms are of the largest
size in the United States, the average wheat
vield for the last fen years has not been more
than 9.10 bushels, and the farms work out
nt 449 acres npiece. In Texas, Nebraska
and further sonth the average area held by
each man is under 300 acres, and the averace
wheat yield for the United States as a whole
is 13.8 hushels. We have overdone thines
in this State. No doubi people all want to
zet as much 1and as thev ean, beeause it will
hecome valnable in time and the holders will
he able to get some profit out of it. More
men have bheen settled in Western Australia
on big areas of land than on smaller areas
of bad land. Only one Government offieial
in this State has mnde any publie announce-
ment on the auestion, and that is the Sur-
veyor Genernl. Dealing with the lands
around Southern Cross he said that in his
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opinion second class Jand will produce erops
equal to the first class land in that distriet.
In my own distriet last year there were
50,000 acres of light land under crop. In
the Bencubbin distriet the Agricultural De-
partraent had some experimental plots on
Basil Hopwood's farm.  These have been
worked for seven or eight years. The ex-
perimental plots last year averaged 21
bushels to the aere. That is the kind of land
on which the Agricultural Bank declined to
advarce money. Huge areas of that type of
land are held in these distriets, but if the
settlers eannot get assistance, the blocks will
have to be nbandoned. There are five cases
in my own district of persons who have
asked me to help them to get advances for
the development of their 2,000-acre huldings
but it is impossible to get the assistance re-
quired.

The Minister for Lands: Adjoining me
there are 100,000 acres of sandplain for
which no assistanee ean he obtained.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am desling generally
with the light lands of the State. 1 am nob
asking that full advances should be given
en country of this kind. When forest coun-
try is clearcd, it remains cleared, and if
it is abandoned some one clse will take it np
without loss to the Stnte. If light land is
abandoned, the serub grows up again and
a good deal of money must he spent to bring
it into order again. It is right we shounld
be careful about light lands. In my district
there are many soldier settlers. I am now
dealing with forest couniry. I visited the
distriet last week, and have reason to be-
lieve that the yields will be higher than they
have ever yet been. LEvery settler who is
harvesting his erop has received a good deal
more wheat than he estimated. In the eastern
partion of the distriet some returned soldiers
have not fared so well. For some years
Lhey have been receiving assistance from the
IAB. They have usually obtained £2 a
week. Upon that sum it is hard emough
for them to ecarry on, but they have
struggled along. They are really working
on contract, because they must do a certain
anmount of work before they ean get the
sustenanece, These men have been placed
in very serious diffieulty because they can-
not get enough food for themselves and
thelr families. We have bheen told that cer-
tain things have happened in connection
with the LAB. When the sustenance
i3 redmeed to 6s. 84. a day and a man
is expected to keep his wife and family on
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that, it is enough to cause them to be dis-

honest. Men are not likely to go short of
stores. The time has avrived when the
1A.B. should give more consideration to

these settlers. 1 have for some time been
irying fo get an increase. If a settler is not
worth 9s. a day, and eanuot get enough
food for himself and his family, it is not
worth while keeping hun on a farm. I un-
derstand that very few civilian seftlers aro
ieft on the board.

The Minister for Lands: People cannot
expeet to go on for ever and ever ag clients
of the board.

Mr. LINDSAY: I admit thai some set-
tlers should not have been allowed to remain
on the board as long as they have. I am
referring at this juncture to soldier set.
tlers.

The Minister for Lands: It was to help
the soldier settlers that the board was con-
tinued.

Mr, LINDSAY: I agrec that one of the
reasons why those settlers are in their pre-
-sent position is the assistonce they have re-
ceived from the board. I have often said
that if settlers had been nssisted to farm
their holdings in the right way, they would
have been in & far better vasition than they
occupy to-day. There has been too much in
the way of seratching in cvops because of
shortage of money. It is remarkable to see
wheat that is growing in the drier areas of
the wheat belt. I hope that settlers who
have prospects of a fine yield this year from
erops that have only been seratched in will
not adopt the attitude that because of this
they are always going to get 20-bushel
yields. The methods followed by farmers
in working our wheat lands have done more
to condemn them than anything else. The
Aprieultural Department have been experi-
menting all over the State, and particularly
on light lands, and have published in the
“Agricnltural Gazette” the resulis obtained
from the experimental plots, which results
have bheen most successful. That informa-
{ion ought to have sufficed to induce the
Agricultural Bank fo grant a little addi-
tional assistance.

The Minister for Lands: The Agricultural
Bank is an excellent institution.

Mr. LTNDSAY: T acree, and will say it
js marvellons that after so many years’
existence of the bank its losses should be
comparatively so slight. The Minister
recently tabled information regarding
amounts written off on soldier settlement.
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The Minister for Lands: Would it no
be a change to hear from you sometime
a good word about the Agrieultural Ban
and the Industries Assistance Board?

Mr. LINDSAY : While the bank has dong
eood work, it has mnade sume mistakes; an
as an agrienitural member I consider I an
entitled to mention those mistakes here
1 freely acknowledge that the bank ha
helped to make possible Western Austra.
lia’s wheat yield of to-day. In such a big
institution, however, some things are bound
to be done that should not be done. On the
light lands question I have been hammering
away here for years. In 1919 our whea
yield was 19 million bushels, whereas lasf
year it was 30 millions; and undoubtedly
many of those extra millions of bushels
have been grown on light land, whick
formerly was condemned by everybody in
the State.

Mr. Mann: You are a trifle wide in say-
ing “everybody.”

Ar, LINDSAY : One of my objections tn
departmental officials is that they take a
long time to decide on a policy—as was
the ease in 1919—and that, no matter what
the farmers prove to them, the depart-
mental policy 1s not altered. A case in
point is the proof given by farmers that
the light lands are good. That proof has
not induced either the Agricultural Bank
or the Agricultural Department to vary
their attitude. I bappen to have here a
list of amounts written off in connection
with soldier settlement. It proves that
Western Australia has done a great deal
hetter in that respect than any other State.

The Minister for Agrxculture That is
easily explained.

Mr. LINDSAY : Yes; our lands are
cheaper, and moreover we had Crown lands
available. There have been re-valuations
of repatriation properties, and the Min-
ister’s figures show that an amount of
£206,363 was lost on 118 settlers in the
Perth and Bunbury distriets, whereas on
79 repatriation properties re-valued on the
wheat belt the total written off amounted
to only £47,565. Probably a million or two
has been invested in the wheat belt on re-
patriation, and yet only some £47,000 has
been writien off. As money is available
for writing off, it is evident that most of
the soldier settlers have received a fair
deal. In odd cases, however, settlers, no
matter how good their land, have a run of
bad luck.
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The Minister for Agriculture: I know of
men who bhad bad lueck for ten years in
succession. With some it is always bad
luck.

My. LINDSAY : I know of soldier settiers
who have taken over properties from other
soldier settlers with a big load of debt,
which is rather more than the new setilers
can bear. They have made applications
for re-valuation, but unsueccessfully. The
Minister remarked that I bad nothing good
to say about the Agriculiural Bank, [
acknowledge that I have always been
treated fairly by the Agricultural Bank
when approaching that institution, though
I have had many cases to go there with,
I may add I have been long enough in Par-
liament to know that no man ean be a judge
in his own case, and that a request which
looks excellent on paper as put up fo me,
often turns ont, when I go to the bank, tu
be one in which the settler is wrong anid
the institution is right. T dealt with & ecer-
tain artiele published in the “\WVest Aus-
tralian.® One would have thought that
sieh a newspaper, especially when publish-
ing a leading article, would find out the
faets before giving publicity to such ter-
rible statements eoncerning Western Aus-
tralian. Some years ago I was a member of
the Royal Commission on group seftlement,
and that Commission had evidence to show,
and reported, that the light lands of the
South-West were unsuitable for group
settlement. Becanse we dared to make
that awful statement, the “West Austra-
linn” condemned us 03 pessimists aud
eroakers.

Member: Was that the majority report?

Mr. LINDSAY: Four members signed
it. On the 28th Qetober last the “West
Australian™ published that far more damag-
ing statement to which T have replied to-
night. It is agreed on all hands, T believa,
that progress in Western Australia, par-
tienlarly on the wheat belt, will be far
more rapid henceforth than it has been in
the past, provided the seasons are good.
Remarks of this nature are generally quali-
fied hy a proviso to the effect that the price
of wheat must remain good. Bnt the price
of wheat is not good. Tt is low as com-
pared with prices of all other commodities.
The index fizures of cost of living in West-
ern Australia show that the present cost is
71 per cent. higher than that of 1913. The
wholesale prices of all commodities, accord-
ing to the “Commonwealth Year Book,”
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are 81 per cent. higher now than they were
in 1913,

Mr. Sleeman: What ig the price of bread?

Mr. LINDSAY: The price of bread has
very little to do with the price of wheat.
In a Gd. Ioaf the wheat does not represent
much more than 134d. Wbhat causes the
price of bread to rise is such factors as
bigh shop rents, wages, and indusirial con-
ditions. Speaking on the Address-in-reply
I gave the House some figures as to South
Austraiian prices of wheat, pre-war and
post-war. Aceording to “Rural Problens
of South Australia,” written by Professor
Perkins, the price of wheat in South Aus-
tralia haos gone up 36 per cent. as com-
pared with the pre-war figure. I know of
no eommodity used by the wheat grower
that has risen so little in price. According
te Professor Perkins, the only factor that
enabled wheat growers to continue was the
greater return per acre and per man. With
the advent of big machinery the cost of
production has Dbeen cheapened. When
people speak abont the price of wheat, they
seem to do so under the impression that
other ecountries will produce wheat move
eheaply than Australia; but Ameriean and
Canadian figures show that it is not possible
to produee wheat in North America at the
price ruling here to-day. Generally speak-
ing, wheat growing returns a profit to-day;
but the price of wheat is not good in other
countries, which, in fact, are producing
wheat at a loss. The reason for cur position
is partly our excellent climatic conditions.
Here is & quotation from the “United States
Year Book of Agrieulture” for 1924—

While industry wns booming, agriculturc
sank to lower and lower levels of depression,
With the break in prices in 1920 and the da-
pression that followed, diffieulties loomed am
for the farmers, debts econtracted at war
priees could b~ paid from shrurken incomcs
only with difficulty, thousands of farmers
failed, and hanks toppled Ly the hundred,
with the result that Government funds had to
be provided +2 moet the emeroenev,

We are told wages are very high in Amer-
iea. Tn this Chamber it has been stated
that our farmers do not pay such wages as
they ought to pay. Now let me guote the
wages of Ameriean farm workers. The
nverage for 1924 with board was 35s. per
week, and without board approximately £2
10s, per week, That is a great deal less
than the Western Australian farmer pays.
The difference is aeceounted for by the ex-
treme depression in the TUnited States,
which prevents the payment of reasonable
wages.
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The Minister for Mines: And yet Aus-
tralian sends Royal Commissions to the
United States to find out how that country
manages to pay such high wages!

Mr. LINDSAY: My reference is to agri-
cultural wages, not industrial wages, The
reason for the bad position of Awmerican
agriculture is to be found in the rise of the
manufacturing industries. Taxation has not
heen removed from agrienlture as it ought
to have been. I eould go on to show the
(Committee the special reason for that. It
i« one of the things we must look to in
Western Australia. While other Anstraliau
industries are veceiving proper prices for
their commodities, the Anstralian egrieul-
turist has to depend on the world’s market.
I am one of those who believe that Western
Australia still has many millions of acres
of wheat lands to develop. Therefore Par-
liament has the right to hear onr views
voiced if we know anything of the subjeet.
Vosterity will judge us by the way in which
we use our natural rescurces, and therefore
I claim the right to speak here on agri-
cultural questions. In conclusion I heartily
vongratulate the Minister for Lands on hav-
ing bad such a pleasing story to tell,

MR. GRIFTITHS (Avon) [7.58]: Ona
recent evening the Leader of the Opposition
spoke abount the area of land made available
for our own young Western Australians.
He was somewhat doubtful as to what the
Minister for Lands had stated. Probably
the position would be made clear to mem-
bers interested if I briefly alluded to what
was stated by Mr. Gepp, of the Develop-
ment and Migration Commission, in an
article published recently—

Development means immigration. The whule
conception of the establishment of a Com-
migsion was the establishment of a system Ly
which a survey of the resources of the Com-
monwealth could be made, and their develop-
ment hastened along ecomomic lines. Its work
embraces the investigation of the condition
and development of existing industries, whethor
primary or secondary, and of the possibility
of establishing new industries.

Now comes the parf I wish to emphasise—

Supervision of migration, eaual opportunity
for advanccment for the British migrant and
for the native-born. As Ausiralia grows, im-
migration will automatically increase. To as:
sist the neecssary development an agreement
has been entered into between the British and
Commonwealth Governments, and subsidiary
agrecmnents beiweer the Commonwealth Gov-
crument and the Governments of the States,
for the expenditure of £34,006,000. Broadly
these various agrecmentz provide that loan
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moneys up te the amount stated will be pro-
vided at on interest cost to the States of
134 per cent. per annum over a period of fen
yoars for work of a reproductive charaete:,
for the furtherance of iand scttlement, the
extension of railway or road services, and the
creation of water supplies or development, by
meang of public works, of Australia’s dor-
mant wealth.

I quote that, beeause I have in my posses-
sien nine gpplications from young fellows in
this State who desire to secure land and
want to know the hesl way to go about it.
They say they have put in application after
application but {bai, their efforts have been
abortive. The information 1 received a little
while age was thai sreas in the orrestania,
North Rencubhin, Lake King, Lake Car-
mody, Lake Magenta and the Damnosa dis-
triets were to be opened up and that 13
surveyors were at work.

Mr. Latham: Forty-five surveyors!

My, GRIFFITHS: T do not know whetles
that is the correct nninber, but that was the
statement that was published.

The Minister for Lands: We have at pres-
ent the largest staff of surveyors that we
have had for many years.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: How many are on the
staff?

The Minister for Lands: There are 52
surveyors at present.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Minister has in-
dicated his intention of turowing open sonie-
thing like a thousand blocks, The young
men I have referred to ure drawn from all
swalks of life and include a sehoolmaster, an
ex-surveyor, a grocer and an ex-minister of
religion, and 1 am writing to inform them
of the position. It was pleasing to hemr
the Minister state that the work of the suv-
veyors was progressing actively. The Sur-
veyor General’s veport indieates that 2 good
deal of the work is in band and that in all
probability in the near future we shall hear
something to the advantage of our own
young Australians. The prevailing impres-
sion is that the land that is being opened up
with the aid of financial asistance from the
0ld Country is to be made available almost
entirely to migrants.

The Minister for Lands: T gave you the
ficures the other evening.

[Mr. Lambert took the Chair.)

My, GRIFFITHS : The article I referred to
sets out that equal opportunities were to be
given to the migrant as to the native born,
but ‘the Minister’s figures were an im-
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provement and  indicatel thut our own
peopde were to have (b preponderating
nutitber  of  the  blocks,  When  dis-
vussing  the Lake Brown railway pro-
posal some time ago 1 spoke about the
large holdings that were bemng surveyed in
the areas through which the railway was to
proeeed. The position 1 indieated then is
turning out to he as 1 foreeasted. Qo ihe
Lwa shieols covering ihe areas voncerned therg
are 51 blocks on euch, and of these there
are 12 in respect of whiech no assistance van
be secared from the Agrviculturai Bank al-
though those biocks are close to where the
railway is to run. One of the reasons adg-
vanced by the bank for not giving aassist-
anee is that while therve is sufficien first.
class land included in those blocks w is so
scattered that the holdings are not ecunomic
propositions. Location 362 eomnrises 3,763
acres, In faet, the smallest block contains
2,431 aeres while the largest contains 4,905
aeres. For instance, Bleck 399 contains
4,763 acres, while Bloeck 396 contnins 4,847
acres. Taking the wheole lot, however, they
contain 45971 acres and yet no assistance
can be obtained from the bank for the de-
velopment of thut ares. According to the
“Sunday Times,” Locations 201, 203, 204, 311,
and 320 have been forfeited. Three of those
blocks contain over 4,000 acres, the largest
one containing 4,017, while the remaining
two contain 3,357 acres and 3,813 arres ro-
spectively. The members of the Westonia
Road Board have heen eoncerned about the
position and cominunieal»d with me. I sent
a copy of the letter to the department an-i
asked, in no earping spirit, if somethings
could not be doue to place the people con-
cerned in o position that would enable them
to do something with their toldings. In fhe
letter I received from the Westonia Rond
Board there is the followinyg:~

Several and bitter eomplaints have been
made to me, of the lack of co-ordination he-
tween the Lands Department and the Agri-
cultural Bank authorities, with disastrous re-
sults to the finances of the individual settlers.
The Westonin Rond Board nre in possession
of a letter from the Lands Department, as-
suring them that land thrown open for selec-
lion, wonld bLe sarveyed large cnough and with
n sufficiency of first class land to insure the
holder receiving a loan. In several instances
sneeessful applieants have been foreed on o
their holdings {on the paid on forfeiture)
only to find after they have spent more os
lesg of their own money on imnrovements, that
th  Agricultural DBank declines to  assisk
them. This appliea te Tocations 362, 3,764
ueras; 337, 2483 acres; 310, 2,431 aeres, while
Loeations 370, 4,721 acres: 271, 4,905 neres;
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377, 3,675 nercs: 378, 2,837 aeres; 372, 4,24H
aceres: 374, 3,963 acres; 396, 4,847 acres; 399,
4,703 acres; 400, 4,330 acres, are, or were, ull
open for sclection, but as the Agricultural
Buuk Qeclines to say if these vacant locations
will earry a loan until prospeetive land owners
take up the blocks and lodge an applieation
for a loun with one per cent. of amount ap-
pied for—therefore, people are not anxious to
select, aml mind you, 21l the loeations quoted
Iny right on the route of and/or are to ve
served by the Lake Brown-Bullfineh Railway
nnd legislitors were told what good land the
route traversed when the Bill was before Par-
liament. It now looks as if this railway will
traverse miles of half cecupied country.

This i3 no good to anyone and I trust the
Agricutturhl Bank and Lands Department and
the Mini-ters controlling the depariments may
amend their poliey to the good of our district.
I have written to the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank and have pointed out the posi-
trtonn of the people in the north-eastern por-
tions of the district. I buve received a reply
setting out that there is no lack of co-ordin-
ution and that everything is all right. I am
placing this matter before the Minister in
the hope that something may be done teo
bring the land affected under the plough.
The blocks are extraordinarily large, Lut
they had to be eut up in that way so as
to contain the requisite proportion of first-
clags land. Although the blocks nre close
to where the railway line will run, no ad-
vances can be made, and five blocks have
been forfeited already. I look for the support
of the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Corboy),
heeanse I believe he has received eommuni-
cations about this diffienlty. These people
are on the border line of my electorate, and
slthough the fine will be outside my elee-
{ornte many of my constituents will have
to use the railway. The speech delivered
by the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
served as an iniroduction to this question
of large holdings. The other evening the
Minister spoke about the boosting of land
valnes, and 1 ¢an speak feelingly on that
question. I have relations on the land who
have written to me abont the inereases in
their valuations. Those increases are pinch-
ing them, The hoosting of land wvalues,
as the Minister indicated, led to the creation
of the Paterson butter scheme and the en-
couragement of varions means of assistance
to industries. Regarding the Industries As-
s‘elance Poard and the Agrieultural Bank,
I wish to support the remarks of the merm
her for Toodvav. Althonzh I have had
some differences with the members of the
Industries Assistance Board, generally
speaking T have to admit that in the major-
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ity of instances their judguwent was correct.
The board members have information that
members ¢f Parliament are not always able
to secure and, as the member for Toodyay
said, we cannot always get the other side
of the storv. 1 hope every opportunity
will be given us to deal with the question
of soldier settlement., I have already oved
a motion dealing with thai matter, and I
do not wish to cover th: ground again.
Soldiers were placed in the land and were
given distinet promises, and I think those
promises should be honoured, partieularly as
Tederal money is involved. I want to know
what the position really is vegarding the
soldier settlers at Quellagefting, and I shall
have something further to say ahout that at
a later stage.

The Minister for Lands: What do those
soldier settlers complain about?

Mr. GRIFFITHS : They have had to carl
over 20 miles to a railway, and the added
costs now mean that their position is eeon-
omically impossible. Federal as well as
State money is involved, and T huve moved
a motion for the tabling of a return that
will enable us to say exaetly what the posi-
tion is. As to the question of the economic
limit for wheat growing and the distance of
holdings from rnilways, T shall have some-
thing further to say when dealing with the
Agricultural Vote. Yt is ridieculous to say
that the economie distance is the same as
before the war. They say that the economic
conditions have improved and that a man
can afford to add five miles to his carting,
which means 19 miles altogether, to his
cost of production. I shall have something
further to say on that at a later stage, but
will not take up any more time of the Com-
mittee at present.

MR. LATHAM (Vork) [8.15]: Western
Australia to-day is in a very fortunate posi-
tion, and T suppose the Minister anticipates
very little trouble with his Estimates. T do
not know whether T am right in tendering
advice on this matter, but I believe the Gov-
ernment expect to throw open a large area
of eountry Iving sonth of the Eastern Gold-
fields line. 'What I am going to advocate
has repeatedly been urged in this House.
The Minister said he has a number of sur-
veyors doing elassification work there. The
proper thing is to classify the ecountry first,
run the railway snrveys next, and then mark
ont the various blocks. In the past our land
settlement has heen topsy-turvv, higeledy-
pigalady. all over the place, Tf we are go-
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ing Lo open up all that country, let us huve
the clagsifieation, then run out the railway
surveys and arrange the proposed sidings,
as well as roads, and afterwards survey the
hlueks., In that way a large area ean be
more easily dealt with and at less expense,
and there will not be that heart-burning
about railway eonsirnetion that we so re-
pesledly hear of in this ITouze. 1 helieve
1 have heard the Minister express similar
views and | hope he will adopt that method
when dealing with that land. It is neeessary
to wait in order to make available land for
all the people who desive it. | only wish
we conld satisfy the people within the State
who want land, but we shall have to exer-
cise patience before that can e accom-
plished.  The memher for Toodvay (Mr.
Lindsay} expressed an opinion ahout farm-
ing light Innd. T endorse the action taken
hy the Agviewltural Bank in the matter of
advaneing money on light lands. Such land
does not offer the scenrity that fovest roun-
try does, and T ventmre to say that if we
classified the farmers other than soldiers,
and even many of the soldiars, at present m
the Industries Assistance Boowd, it would he
found that most of them were on light land.
OF course there arve isolated instances of
misfits, as in other walks of life. S8HIl, T
hope the Minister will not interfere with the
diseretionary power of the hank trustees as
reeards makine advanees on light rountry.
The experiment of 1011-12 was a painfnl
one.  While T wish to see the licht land
used, T think it ean hest be handled bv farm-
ers and sons of farmers who have had ex-
perience in this State. To throw open areas
in large blocks as the member for Thodyay
pronosed will, T fear, lead to a calamity
similar to that of 16 years ago.

Mr. Kennedy: What sized hincks would
vou suzgest?

Mr. TLATHAM: TFrom 2000 te 2,500
neres.  Generally speaking, n thousand neres
of land is qnite enough for any farmer,
though T do not sav he should not have a
Inrzer aren. Tn light eountrv. however. it
is essentinl to farm a Inrger area. If it is
nossible tn make a sueeess on 30 acres of
forvest countrv. it is necessarv to have 600
acres of light eountry.

The Minister for Lands: And wou must
not exhaust licht conntrv.

Mr. TATHAM: No, it mnst not be
eropned so frequently as the heavier coun-
try. Tf we restriet licht land farms to an
area of 1,000 aeres, we shall soon find our-
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selves in diffienlties, 1 think the Minister’s
views on the light countiry coineide with
mine. While the member for Toodyay may
have good reasons for his statement, 1 ean-
not help thinking that he must have in mind
better country than I have.

My, Kennedy: e is a good farmer.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 have every reason to
believe he is a good farmer, hut I know many
good farmers who have tried to make a
suceess on light ecountry and have failed.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Toodyay is not farming lighé country.

Mr. LATHAM: No. The trustees of the
Aericultural Bank have been wise in in-
sisting upon a farmer having 600 acres of
first class land, A fdarmer should start his
operations on forest country and tackle the
light eountry afterwards. I only wish we
eould give to farmers who have 1,000 acres
of forest country an equal area of light land,
but it is impossible to do that. If we conld
do it, we should be producing more wheat.
T think the averape yield for the light coun-
try is 12 bushels, but T cannot help thinking
that if a man gets 12 bushels he is doing
well. Twelre hushels at 5s. a bushel repre-
sents a return of £3 per acre, and the report
recently tabled showed that it cost £2 4s. 3d.
per acre to produce and market it. Conse-
quently, not a great margin is left for addi-
tional improvements. I am not keen to see
our land values built up disproportionate te
the producing capacity of the land. When
I was in the Eastern States recently T was
amazed to find what high valuations had
heen placed on some of the land. ¥f the
Fastern States get another season as bad as
the one experienced this year, their finan-
eia] position will be serious, largely owing to
the over-valuation of the land. Of course,
8 certain valnation must be built np here,
but if we are careful to use only the hest
land within the assured line of rainfall, we
shall be on a pretty good wicket. I suppose
most representatives of country distriets
have a complaint of some kind or other. I
have one regarding the attitude of the Gov-
ernment to the employment of southern
Furopeans for clearing work. It has been
stated repeatedly in this Honse that south-
ern Enropeans are employed becanse theirs
is cheap labour.

Mr, Sleeman: That is pretty right, too,
in most instaneces,

Hon. G. Taylor: Tt does not always apply.

Mr. LATHAM: The member for Fre-
mantle eannnt rvefrain from making inter-
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jections of that kind. 1 suggest that he in-
terviews- the trustees of the Agricultural
Bank, than whom no better judges ean be
found. If they advise the Minister that any
of their clients are getting their clearing
done inore cheaply by using southern Euro-
pean labour, I shall be very much surprised.

The Minister for Lands: The Agrivultural
Bank de not pay them; they give the settler
the money.

Mr. LATHAM: The Agricultural Bank
kinow what it costs per acre to do the clear-
ing.

The Minister for TLands: No.

Mr. LATHAM: I am satisfied that they
do. :

The Minister for Lands: The Agricultural
Bank make the advanee.

Mr. LATHAM: And they fix the price
per aecre,

The Minister for Lands: The Agricultural
Bank make the advance and the settler makes
what arrangements he likes.

Mr. LATHAM: I have enjoyed the bene-
fit of an Agricultural Bank advance and I
know their methods from A to Z.

The Minister for Lands: Not better than
I do.

Mr. LATHAM: I claim to know them
cqually as well as the Minister. They have
always asked, “What are you paying for
that work?” and frequently I have had to
pay more than the bank would advance to

" get the work done.

The Minister for Lands: They have never
asked me.

Mr. LATHAM: T am not sure that the
Minister gets assistance from the Agrieul-
tnral Bank.

The Minister for Lands: T did get it.

Mr, LATHAM: At one time, perhaps, and
if the Minister carries his memory back he
may recollect that he was nsked.

The Minister for Mines: Even if they did
ask, he would give the price of the contraet.

Hon. @, Taylor: He never let clearing by
contrast. His was all done by day lsbour.

Mr. LATHAM: Southern Eunropeans do
not undertake clearing more cheaply than
our own men. While we shounld find work
for our own people first of all, if they are
not offering for the work we shonld not hang
up the development of the country on that
account.

The Minister for Lands: That is the po-
sition. :

Mr. LATHAM: 1 believe the Minister
has issned a very definite instruction to the
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Agricultual Bank trusiees that they are not
to make advances to sctllers employing
southern European labour.

Hou. G. Taylor: That is 0.

Mr. LATHAM: I have been told by the
officinls themselves, when I inquired what
the settlers were to do, “It s more than my
job is worth because I am liable to be dis-
missed instantly if T do nof earry out the
instructions.”

Hon. G. Taylor:
mocracy !

Mr. LATHAM: Let me make it plain that
they did not say the instrneclions came from
the Minister, but it is clear that either the
bank trustecs have insirmetzd the offieials, or
the Minister has instructed the bank trus-
tees to that effect. If Awnstrelian labour is
svailable we oughf to use it, but if it is not

. we have no right to hang up the develop-
ment of the coyntry on that aecount. The
only work that southern Europeaus are do-
ing, I think, is axe work. I do not know
whether any are engaged on road construe-
tion, but while they are here we should not
deny them employment. During a visit to the

“enst end of my electorate last week end [
was surprised to find some southern Wuro-
peans walking about the rends who told me
they could not get food to eat. It is true
that snch men send a lot of their money to

' their homeland insiead of keeping a reserve

“fund for their own use.

Mr. Sleeman: It would be a pretty hard
job for them o pet-a reserve fund.

Mr. LATITAM : A good deal of the money
carned by those people is sent to foreign
countries. -

Hon, (3. Tn_vlor: They arve married men
and they send it atway to keep their families.

Mr. LATHAM: That is so.

Mr. Davy: How can you justify differen-
tiating between citizens living in this courn-
“fry?

Hon. W. D, Johnson: You would not call
them citivens if. they are not naturalised?

Mr. Davy: They come here and appar-
ently they are denied the right to work.

Mr. LATHAM: They are not naturalised
British subjectd, and it is a wise nation fthat
looks after its own people first of all. At
the same time the sonthern Europeans have
heen permitted to’come here and we should
give them an opportunity to work, partic-
ularly when other Iabour is not forthcomine.
T told the settlers definitely that if they eoubd
not get anyone clse to do the work, I would
take the bull by the horns and see that the
work was done. I do not think the Mimister

The tyranny of de-

‘service to the State.
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or anyone else would rule that the woney
should not be advanced in suecli cireum-
stanees. Tt is not a guestion of the bank
paying the mioncy to soulhiern Lurepeauy-,
The advances are being made Lo our owu
people on thoroughly good seeurity. They
have to pay intercst on the money advanced
and repay the lonn to the bank, 1 tope the
Minister will exercise diseretion in the muat-
ter and see that the development of the
State is not hampered. I am speaking
now of the edge of settlement 20 miles or
more [rom railways. The bank trustees are
advancing up to 75 per cent. of the money
on lholdings 22 miles out. The bank officinls
told the settlers they ought Lo do the wurk
themselves, but it is lnpossible for scttlers
to do additional clearing and at the same
time earry on their favming vperations,

The Minister for Lands: You did your
own cleaving.

Mr. LATHAM: On the first 300 acves
only. Onece I Lad 300 acres eleared, by the
time [ did my own fencing and attended to
other work, there wuas Jittle time left {o
tackle additional clearing, The Minisler is
advocating the wise policy of fallowing,
While a settler is puotting his first 300 aerce
under erop amd crecting fences, he can, by
obtaining an advanee, get another 300 acres
eleared, and when that is done all his time
is oeccupied in farming and he has no
time to undertake additional elearing work,
With vegard to the Agrienltural Bank, the
official: are rendering wonderfully good
Very often [ come
along with a proposal and they tell me
definitely that if T ean get the Government
to announce theiv railway poliey, the bank
will then be prepared to back the settlers
wherever there is justifieation for doing =n.
Buot despite the fact that now and agnin
there is o little reason for eomplaint, gener-
ally speaking the bank lias proved a won-
derfol institntion, Tt is the people’s money
that they are handling, and they must see
that they get seenrity for it. With regari
to the rnbhit question, I am glad to note the
manner in which the netting has been ex-
peditionsly serit out to the various distriets,
But for the work that has been done by the
department during the past two years, we
would have suffered considerable losses in
our wheat areas. Not onlv has the netting
been bencficial in keeping the rabbits back,
but it has enabled ns to inerease the area
under cultivation. It is very satisfactory to
know that we are enjoying sueh a good
season, and I hope the next time the Min-
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ister comes along with his Estimates, wa
shall have been able to satisfy those peopls
who are clamounring for land and who at the
present time are not able to get it. I trust
that the suggestion I put forward regarding
the land south of the goldfields line will re.
ceive consideration. I do not think wa
should have a railway service before we
cut up our land into blocks.

MR. KEENNEDY (Greenough) [8.33]: I
desire to offer a few remarks on the land
Estimates. There is no doubt that the pros-
perity of the State at the present time is due
to the aetivities of past and present Govern-
ments in opening up our wheat-growing
land, Though mueh has been done in the
past, there is =till a great deal to be done,
We have devoted the greater part of our
attention to forest country, and large areas
of land in this State that a few vears ago
were deemed unsuitable for wheat growing
have now been demonstrated to he capable
of producing wheat in great quantities,
Sinee I have been a member of this House I
have listened attentively to the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) and have come to
the eonclusion that the Toeodvay distriet is
gimilar in meny respects to Greenough. Its
first and second-class lands were taken up
many years ago, and there remain what is
termed third-class land, which i3 also known
as light tand. Four or five yenrs ago this
light land wasg despised, but at the present
time it is heing suecesstully used Lor wheai-
growing. The member for Toodyay has been
champioring this class of land sinee he has
been in the House, and the Greenough elec-
torate can boast of extensive arens of it
that must, at no distant date, be turned io
profitable aceount. I have just coneluded n
{rip through a portion of the Greenough
electorate in the company of the Minister
for Water Supply, going throngh the Dart-
moor and Balla districts. Iere there are
wheat-growing areas, 20 to 30 miles from
the existing Yuna-Northampton Ajana rail-
way. Between 13 and 17 years ago this
land was surveyed and subdivided into 1,000
acre blocks, The Apricultural Bank at that
time was seeptieal about advaneing money
on land so far from a railway. Transport
then was slow in ecomparison with what it
is to-day, and for those reasons the arens
were not taken up. Then it was decided ‘o
throw open the land in blocks of 4,000 and
5,000 aeres, and all has now been taken up.
The sons of farmers in that part of the Stafe
who desire to set out for themselves have
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taken up most of that conutry and they
promise to do very welll In the
Dartmoor area the pioneer settler was
Mr. Olivier. In his first year he eropped
106 acres, roughly put in, and the
yield he got was eight bags. This year he
has put in 400 acres and the estimate of
reliable authorities is that the yield will
be in the vicinity of seven or eight bags.
Further out there are large areas taken up
by the Dartmoor Development Co. They
have between 400 and 500 acres under erop
which will also yicld beiween seven und
eight bags to the acre. I should mention
that those pioneers nve greatly handieapped
becanse the bank will not advance them
money under any conditions with the ex-
ception, perhaps, of Mr. Olivier, who has
been granted a loan to test the country.
There are olher settlers further out who
badly need the bank's assistance. All whe
have gone out have pioneered the distriet
without any aid from the bank, and have
carried on operations under great diffi-
culties. The water supplies have been
negligible in comparison with those in
other wheat-growing areas of the State.
It has been decided, however, that boring
shall be carried on shortly, and it is
confidently hoped that a good supply will
be forthcoming. It has also been necessary
to make roads, and one allocation has bean
made to them from the Federal aid roads
grant. That has assisted them considerably,
Eut there is still much road work to be put
in hand. Forther out again to the west of
Nartmoor there is another wheat provinee
known as Balla, which is somewhat similar
to Dartmoor. This was thrown open some
vears ago, but being far removed from a
railway, and trensport facilities being non-
existent, it was not taken up. Now, how-
ever, there is such a clamour for land that
every block in the area has been selected.
The people in this locality are better situ-
ated than are those at Dartmoor in respeet
of water gupplies. A site has been selected
for a conerete tank and the work will be
put in hand at an early date. Again in this
aren the pioneer settlers are not receiving
any assistance from the bank. T trust the
Minister wil! advise the trustees of the
bank fo again consgider the question of
granting help to the hard strupgling
pioneers in those parts.

Hon. G. Taylor: You do not expeet the
Minister to instruet the trestees, do you?

Mr. KENNEDY : Perhaps not altogether
instruet the trustees. I hope, however. ke
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will see to it that some assistance is
rendered to these peoplee. We do not
want the Minister to remain a figurehead
altogether.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister
has instructions, you know.

Mr. KENNEDY : I might also mention
that north of Balla and Dartmoor there i
a large area of unsurveyed land which, in
the opinion of expert farmers, is capable
of growing wheat. The rainfall there is
certain. There were doubts in the past
about the rainfall but in comparison with
that at Greenough, the banks of the Mur-
chison River, and Northampton, it might
be said to be assured. The area suitable
for wheat growing is very large and hug-
dreds of farmers’ sons in the Greenough
electorate would be only too eager to take
up selections there if the land were suv-
veyed and classified. I am aware that we
have a large number of surveyors engaged
in the work of surveying and classifying,
but if we have not enough we should secure
the services of more from other parts of
the world. Reverting back to the light
lands, it has been proved beyond all douht
that even sandplain eountry, which was
believed to be non-eultivable, is to-day
yielding between five and six bags to the
acre. T have in mind partienlarly the sand-
plain country at Marchagee on the Mid-
land Railway. There is no clearing re-
quired there at all. The land is just
ploughed and eultivated and from a thou-
sand acres the result should be five or siv
bags. There iz no doubt whatever about
onr light lands. All that is required is a
bold policy, and if we opened up these
areas we could accommodate many inquir-
ing settlers. So far back as 1923 there was
an agitation for the extension of the Yuna
to Mullewa railway. The Railway Ad-
visory Board was asked to report and they
did so as follows:—

Outside a 10-mile rading of existing lines
there are 36,455 acres of first-class land:
22.977 aeres of second-clags land; and 225,94%
acres of third-class land, making a total of
285.380 neres. Outside the 121% mile radivy
of existing lines there are 26459 aeres of
first-class land; 15,812 acres of second-class

land. and 230,159 acres of third-class land,
making a total of 272,530 acres.

The board had also these comments io
make—

The best of the land is in the vicinity of
the Greenough River and Wandana Flat. Im-
mediately east and west of Wandana Flat the
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land is principally sand 2and scrub plain,
while, though the land in the north-eastern
portion of the arca is of a better class, it is
considered to be outside the safe wheat-grow-
ing area owing to the umcertain rainfall, and
at present is only guitable for grazing, for
which purpese it is wall adapted,

We have an assured rainfall there and we
know that the country is capable of pro-
ducing wheat. The report states further
as shown in another paragraph—

There is a large area »f third-class land in
the block under review. With proper methods
of cultivation, probably half of this aren
could be profitably developed, and by allo-
cating about 4,000 acres for each unit about
a0, additional scttlers could be provided for
hringing the total number to about 110 and
incrensing the future production to aboui
13,200 tons per annum,

Then in conelusion the Board state—

In view of the eomparatively small area of
first-class land, within the locality to he
gerved, the Board cannot reeommend the im
mediate construction of the railway, but in
the event of future development showing that
the elass of country referred to in a previous
paragraph ean be profitably farmed in 4,00G
acre units, the construction of the line cou'd
be favourably considered.

That was as far baeck as 1923 and we have
now proved that this light land is eapable
of producing wheat and, as recommended
by the Railway Advisory Board, if thrown
open in 4,000 acre blocks, suecess will be
sssured. I suggest that the Government
again consider the advisableness of extend-
ing the railway from Yuna to Mullewa, and
to make a classification of thisland. If there
should be any doubt abont the eapacity of
the land to produce wheat, there could be
established an experimental farm. This eoul?
be Tun in conjinction with the experimental
farm at Nabawa. The distance wouid
he only 20 or 30 miles from the present
Chapman State farm, If this were done,
it would be demonstrated to the people of
the State that the construction of the rail-
way was justified. In the Greenongh elee-
torate recently several estates that have been
lying idle for many years have been hought
up by the Government. They are the Mer-
dels estate and the Wungandi estate, and
now negotiations have been concluded for
the purchase of the Kokates estate. That
will be of great assistance to settlers re-
yuiring land, and the subdivision of these
estates will mean increased business on the
railways and for the port of Geraldton,
where a harbour is being built to aecom-
modate the wheat ships, Then let me comn
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dJdown the Mullewa-Wongan Hills line to
Gutha, For many ycars the large areas of
first-class timber country in that distriet
were deemed unsuitalle for wheat growing.
To-day there is not an aere avatlable within
25 miles of the railway. The eonly troable
in that district is that the holdings have,
been cut up into 4,000 and 5,000 aere blocks,
the reason being that the hank was doubt-
tul whether settlers would make a snecess
un smaller holdings. However, the settlers
all complain that their holdings are too big
for economieal working. I suggest, and
others have suggested also, that a settler
would make good on anything between 1,500
and 2,000 acres of that ecountry. There are
in the Greencugh electorate large arens of
light lands, and | hope the trustees of the
hank will be asked to make a visit to the
distriet and report on those lands. It has
been demonstrated in other parts of the
Blate that light lands are suitable for wheat
wrowing. The rainfall in the distriet to
whiech T allude is assured, and there are
plenty of splendid settlers waiting to take
up land in that part of the country. I
nrope the Minister will give this favourable
eonsideration. The best quality land in the
(ireenough electorate has nil heen taken up,
‘heeaunse at first it was thought necessary to
have exceellent forest ecountry for wheat
crowing. However, that has been disproved
by the experimental farms and by the
pioncer settlers who went out into the light
land areas. T am personslly aequainted
with thiz large area of light land in the
Greenough eleetorate, and T recommend to
the Minister and the trustees of the Agri-
cultural Bank that they should have the
land eclassified and subdivided and thrown
open to seltlement af the earliest possible
date.

MR. FERGUSON (Moore) [8.48]: I lis-
tened carefully to the statements made by the
Minister for Lands in introducing his Esti-
mates. The eountry is to be econgratulated
on having so practical a man in control of
the department. There is no other depart-
ment upon which the welfare of the State i=
so largely dependent as that controlled hv
the Minister for Lands. T want to assure
that gentleman that his efforts as politicnl
head of the department are meeting with the
hearty approval of the econntry. Tf the Miu-
ister continues as he is doirr at present, he
will, T am sure, earn the approbation of all
sections of the community interested in the
welfare of the country.
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Mr. Lindsay: Till election day.

Mr. FERGUSON: That will not hurt the
Minister. It is a fine thing that we should
have so practical a man in eontrol of this
department. The Minister referred to the
Wongan Hills light lands experimental farm,
I was pleased fo hear him pay a tribute to
the work done on that farm. The Director
of Agricullure and the staff employed on
the farm are descrving of the thanks of the
whole of the agricultural community for the
work they have done there. The Minister
has told us that experimenis on that fana
have been responsible for the settling of huge
areas of light land in this State. 1 suggest
to the Minister that the Government shoulid
do all they ean to eneourage those who take
up these light lands to fenee them in with
rabbit-proof netting and go in for sheecp
ag early as possible. The light lands will
not stand Lhe eontinuoas eropping that heavy
lands will, and the selector is likely to reap
suecesy more quickly if he gets on to sheep
as sonn as possible.  Of course there are in
the way diflieulties such as water supply and
poison plants, but T am firmly convinced that
the sgoner the settler on light lund gets on to
=heep, the sooner will he make zood. Unlike
the member for York (Mr. Latham?, I think
the Agrienltural Bank should do more t»
assist the settler on light lands than is heing
done at present. In the future light lands
are going to he responsible for ihe prodne-
tion of more wheat than are the heavy lands,
and it zecms to me the Agrieultural Banik:
should assist the settler on lizght lands to a
far greater extent than is being done at pres-
ent, [f those lands are good enongh for the
State to sell to settlers, they are good enough
for the State to back up with financial assist-
ance.

The Minister for Lands: No. The State
sells all kinds of land, but does not oinul
itself to sopport any man on the land.

Mr. FERGUSON: If it is right for the
(tovernment to sell those lands to prozpective
settlers, they should be prepared to back the
settlers.

Mr. Richardson: The settler must take
some resnonsibility.

Mr. FERGUSON: He does, by putting
the whole of his labour and eapita! into the
land. The memher for York is afraid that
if these light lands are forfeited there is
a dancer of their coing baek to nature.
But azricultural land the world over is tvo
valuahle these davs for very mueh of it tn
be forfeited and not be taken up aeain. So
the State would not be taking very grent
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risks in assisting to a far greater extent than
it does at present to finance those pevple ou
light lands. I sheould like to point out to
the Minister that there are in this State
areas of light lands other than those to be
found in the wheat belt. 1t is peenliar
that where we find a light rainfall we find
a better class of light land, and when we
get into a heavier rainfall ihe light land is
of poorer quality. To the west of the Mid-
land railway there is a buge area of light
land not nearly so good n qualify as the
light land of the eastern wheatbelt. That
light land presents a problem with which
the Minister should grapple. I have placed
before him a suggestion that he should es-
tablish a light lands experimental farm on
that country.

Mr. Kennedy: That is the same country
as the Marchagee country.

Mr. FERGUSON: Not the same, but it
is somewhat similar. The point is that this
huge area of about 2,000,000 acres is to-day
producing nothing but rabbits and dingoes.
It iz of no nse to the State, nor to the indi-
vidual farmers setfled near it.  As time
woes on and as the diffienlty of finding land
for settlers bhecomes more acute, the Gov-
ernment should take into consideration the
doing of something with this huge area of
sandplain lying hetween the Midland rail-
way and the coast. Tf the Minister counld
ses his way elear to establishing an experi-
mental farm on that eountry, T believe if
would prove that the settler could make
living on it. hen that is onee proved,
the whole of the area of 2,000,000 acres
will be rapidly seleeted. The climate is
ideal and the rainfall is the hest in the
State for mixed farming. The only thing
we want is a demonstration that a man ean
make a living on it. Most of the settlers
in that locality have a percentage of this
light lapd in their holdings and are profit-
ably utilising it, but so far nobody kas
attempted fo make a living on this light
land exclusively. In the eastern wheat belt
farmers ¢an grow wheat on similar land,
but in this buge area I speak of wheat
cannot profitably be grown. However, the
eonntry will grow other produce, and T be-
lieve that with the running of sheep a man
could make a living on it. Tf the Min-
ister could see fit to establish a farm and
so test that land, it would prove of iw-
mense advantage to the State. Mr.
Bostock, of the Lands Department, has
done a very great desl in the settling of
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light lands. He has made an inspection uf
this country to which I Lave alluded, and
he is of opinion that if the Government
were to spend £7,000 or £8,000 on 7,000 or
8,000 acres of that counfry, it would suftice
to demonstrate whether or not a man coull
make a living on it. As one ever inter-
ested in rural development, I always think
it a great pity that the development of the
South-West should he so slow and should
give such disappointing results. However,
now that the group settler and the expan-
sion of the dairy industry are deing some-
thing to develop the South-West, I point
ount to the Minister that there are in other
parts of the State huge areas where dairy-
ing ean be profitably carried on. T under-
stand that already a slowing up of migra-
tion has been insisted upon because there
are not enough blocks on which ¢o put the
gettlers for dairying purposes.

The Minister for Lands: We have mora
this year than we had last year.

Mr. FERGUSON: Buat there are nol
enough blocks to absorb them. A few miles
north of Perth there are large mieas of land
suitable for dairying. To the north of
Wanneroo there are large areas of rwamp
country, surrounded hy second and third-
¢lags land, where dairying could he profit-
ably carried on. Further up, alone the
Moore River, thercis an ideal tract for
dairying, a strip of country alone the river
abont 20 miles in length by haif a mile in
width. Tt is quite ideal for dairvine,

Hon. G. Taylor: How far is that away
from Perth?

Mr. FERGUSON: From 40 to 50 miles,
That country is surrpnnded by a huge area
of light land. That strip along the river
is the richest pieece of countrv I have seen
in Western Australia. A dairy farmer
conld make a living on 40 acres or 50 acres
of that river flat if he had some of the
light land to work in conjunction with it.
In addition, there are two large lakes, which
in years gone by have had a considerable
volume of water in them every wet winter.
Recently the Public Works Department
spent £1,000 in preventing these lakes from
getting the overflow from the river. These
lakes are on ecountry similar to the rich
Moore River flats T have referred to. They
nlso will earry a good many dairy farmers.
Tnless something is done with these lakes
in the near future it is possible that the
serub and rughes will grow up thickly in
them. The lakes have been ecarrying water
nearly every winter, and have been bare
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of scrub, but now that the water is kept
out of them, being mostly rich and peaty,
the soil will quickly produce more vegeta-
tion unless the land is cut up and culti-
vated.

Mr. Mann: What is the area of these
lukes?

Mr. FERGUSON : About 2,000 acres. Mr.
Surveyor Lefroy of the Lands Department
knows this country well. Tn looking through
the file dealing with the matter, I found
uan extract from a report made by him some
sears ago. He wrote—

The Moore River flats comprise the finesd.
streteh of rich alluvial eouniry suitalle for
irrigation in the whole of the South-West por-
tion of the State, where duirying, pig-raising,
and stock fattening operations could be under-
taken on an extensive scale. Considerable
numbers of good swumps for potato growing
exist in the distriet. 'I'here is an inexhauss-
ible supply of wuater within 10 or 12 feet of
the surtice of the flats which renders their
irrigation an inexpensive aperation, Thesz
flats, if developed with the surrounding strip
of country, could support 3,000 head of dairv
eattle and tens of thousands of pigs.

I am sure Surveyor Lefroy has a shrewd
idea of the value of this land.
Hon. G. Taylor: Is that Crown land?

Mr. FERGUSON: The lakes are Crown
Iand, but the strip of country I refer to
i= held by eight or ten people, who are wil-
iing to place it at the disposal of the Gov-
ernment if the latter will eut it up into
suitable blocks for dairying purposes.

Mr. Mann: What would that eost?

Mr. FERGUSON: That would be for the
departmental officers to say, thouzh I do not
think the expense would be much. The pre-
vious Oovernment were fully seized of the
value of this country for dairying pur-
roses, and begam to build a road to the
locality from Gingin through a heavy pateh
af sand. TUpon the advent of the present
(tovernment, the Minister for Works put a
stop to that, becanse he said the road was
not justified for the eight or ten people
who would he served. Tt is impossible for
those people to do anything in the dairy
industry without a road, and yet they are
uot to get a road because they are so few
in number, I want the Government to
nequire this land, cut it up, and build a
voad to it. It ix ideal country for dairying
purposes.

Hon. G. Taylor: To what use is it heing
put now?

Mr. FERGUSON: It is used for stock.
These people are anxious not to stand in
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the way of the development of the State,
and to place their land at the disposal of
the Government at what they consider to
be a fair and equitable price. The Minister
should purchose this land and cut it up.
1t must be borne in mind that the Govern-
ment have already spent £1,000 in prevent-
ing the overflow from the river runming into
these lakes, and it is only necessary to com-
plete the road to render it possible for
the present seitlers fo make use of that
ecuntry.

Mr. Mann: The Minister may get it under
the Closer Settlement Bill.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes. A river ruus
through the middle of this locality. At the
¢nd of the driest sumes ibere are between
2,000,040 and 3,000,000 gallons of fresh
water running to waste every 24 hours.
That should be used for irrigation purposes.
I know of one settler there who is growing
orange trees on a pocket handkerchief
block, scarcely mny bigger than this Cham-
ber, and yet he sends away a thousand eages
of granges every year. I should like to make
reference to the vitieultural industry. The
(Gtovernment are not doing enough to en
courage people to engage in it. Western
Ausiralia is the home of the vine, which
flourishes better here than in any other
part of Australin. Notwithstanding this,
the industry is languishing in Westera

Australia, but is flourishing in  the
other States. The Government might
do more to help the industry "which
is of snch importanece to the State.

We have sbout 5,000 acres under vines at
present, but we also have hundreds of
thousands of aeres suitable for the growth
of the vine. Tt i3 a pity that =omething is
not done to foster the industry and agsist in
its development. 1 wou!d like to show what
happens upon an ares of 200 aeres of vines
in the Swan district. In wages alone the
proprietors pay no less than £6,000 a year.
I do not think any other primary industry
in the world pays so much in wages per acre.
The average works out at £30 per aerc per
annum in wages alone.

My, Mann: Those people have spent a lot
of money in development.

Mr. FERGUSON: And they have taken a
long time to develop their property. No fewer
than 73 people are kept on the 200 acres.
The industry is of great benefit to the State.
Extending north from Perth. partienlarly in
the Dandarragan district, there are, T he-
lieve. hundreds of thousands of aeres of
country where the vine will grow just as
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weil as, it not better than, on the Swan, The
land is better, it will grow better erops of
grapes, and the grapes are of belter quality,
(ne reason why the industry is in snch an
unsatisfactory condition is that unsuitable
men were put info it on the Swan. They
were alzo advised to plant grapes of unsuit-
able vorieties, Had these men heen produc-
ing wine-making grapes, most of tham would
have done well. They have, however, de-
voted most of their enereies to unsnitable
varieties, with the vesult that they have not
heen able to wake pood. Many of those
who have been placed on vine-growing land
by the Government have made a failure of
the enterprise. Dried fruits also should play
an important part in the production of the
State.  Although producers ot dried frnits
have had an nnsatisfaetory time for many
vears, thev are now expecting Detter things
from the marketing leeislation that was
pazsed laxt session.  The Minister for Aeri-
culture might deo something {o assist the
dried fruit erowers. Some little time aco
the Government Tender Board invited tend-
ers for the supply of raisins and enrrants to
Government institutions. Tnstead of acrept-
ing the lowest tender, they aceepted none,
and recommended that the institutions should
purehase dates, which eonld be had at a
cheaper price than Western Austvalian dried

frits.  That was a wronge attitude to take
ap-

Mr. Mann: Who did that?

Mr. FERGUSOX: The Tender Board

made this suceestion to the institutions.
Thev 1nst stght of the faet that 50 per cent.
of a date consists of stone, and that the dates
are produeed by hlack labour in a foreign
eountrv. The raisins and enrrants, however.
are produced in Western Aunstralin, and in
nuality compare with anvthineg else of the
kind in the world. The least wr have a right
to expeet is that the Government shall en-
cournge the consumption of dried fimits in
every wav.

Mr. Mann: Was the adviee of the Tender
Roard acted npon?

My, FERGUSON: T do not know whether
after all the institutions hought any raisins
or currantz, hut no tender was aecepted hy
the hoard.

Hon, (. Tavlor: Na vou know what price
was paid for the dates?

Mr. FERQUSON: No, T only know what
ths Tender Board did.

Hon. F. Tavlor: Were the dates honaht?

Mr. FERGUSON: T do not know,
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MR. BROWN (Llingelly) [9.10]: I have
unly the same old tale to unfoid, for every
member representing an agricultural dis-
trict holds the same opinion that I do.

Hon. (. Taylor: There are two different
opiniens with regard to light lands.

Mr. BROWN: No. In our opinion the
prosperity of Western Australia is de-
pendent upon‘the agricultural and pastoral
indnstries, The Government and the State
are to be congratulated upon the series of
prosperous vears we have had. We all re-
joiee in the faet that Western .\nstralia iz
woing ahead with respect to its pastoral
industry, its sheep raising, ond its cereal-,
T hope it will long continue to progress and
fo enjoy good seasnms. If that be so. an
oxceedinely prosperous time lies ahead of
Western Australia. With wise and eaveful
administration we should have the whale
of Ansiralin ot our feet. We have an
ssstived  rainfall and we have the land.
AMillions of acres of land are not yet taken
up, It only requires lo be surveyed for
hundreds of people to express a willingness
tn seenre it. Tt hehoves the Covernment to
do whnt they cun to encourage people to
seftle on our land. | knew (he Minister for
Lands is doing what he «an in thig diree-
tion. | am sure he will not mind a little
constructive  eriticism. Every Minister
shonld he open to receive fair criticism.
Tn the Pingelly electornte probably not
nare than a couple of thousand acres of
land, nther than vough hills here and there,
have uot been talken up. I was interested
in what the member for Moore said with
regard to the quality of our light lands.
and the Adifferences that are found in those
lands. e is quite right in his asertion.
The lizht lands in the Great Southern are
different from those wiere the rainfall is
not so good. Tn the Great Sonthern dis-
friet we have an advantaze that others
lave not. We ean prepare our land with
topdressing, and after we have had a crop
or two we can grow splendid grasses and
fodder. Tand that was used for sheep was
formerly earrvine only a sheep to so manv
aeves, but is now able t¢. earry almost a
sheep to the acre. We can realise what
wealth will eome to Western Australia 3f
on these light lands in the Great Southewn
we can run a sheep to the aere. Sub-
terranean elover requires a certain rainfall
fo mature and grow at its best. In other
parts of the State people have to depen!
on their natoral grasses after the country
has heen opened up and worked. In the
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ireat Southern, where we have a rainfall
ranging from 25 to 30 inches a year, with
topdressing we ean culfivate subterrancan
clover with great success. In fact I have
beer astonished to find what I thought
worthless land carrying a very good
erop of subterrancan clover, Let me refov
to the Agricultural Bank. Western Australia
has been settled largeiy as a result of the
advances made by the Agricultural Bank.
1t is not charity that the settlers have
received. The law of the land pro-
vides for advances by the Agricultuxal
Bank, and it is good policy for the
Government to advance as much as they
can with safety for the opening up of onr
country, If £1,000 or £2,000 is advanced
on a selection, the money is not a gift to the
settler, He has to pay interest on it and, as
suecess rewnrds his efforts, he renays the
principal.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Interest at 7 per eenl.,
too.

Mr BROWK: When I had money from
the Agricultnral Bank I got it for 5 jrer
cent., but like all other banking institutions
the Agricultural Bank have raised their in-
terest rate. At the same fime the Govern-
ment cannot borrow money at 4 per eent. as
they rould years ago. The Guvernment have
paid up to 6% per cent., so thal, allowine
for the cost of administration. they have nad
to charge the settlers 7 per ceni. Hurh a
high rate is very hard on the settlers.
Twenty-five or thirty years ago we had a
chance to pick up the best land, and it i=
possible that some of the settlers are now
taking up the poorer land that we rejected.
Yet they have to pay the higher rate of
interest on money used for its Jdevelopment.
The Agricultural Bank has not sustained
many Josses; in faet, 1 do not think there
has been one total loss. I a man has not
suceeeded and has abandoned his farme,
someone else has been only too willing tn
take up the holding and make himself vn-
aponsible for the original dcht. That being
50, the bank should have no fear abont ad-
vaneing money with diseretion on light land.
1t has heen pointed out that we have to look
to our light land to increase the produnction
of wheat, Practical men must admit that
we have a hnge aves of ligh® land in Western
Australia. In no part of the <ettled States
is there such a large area of light land as
we have, but it has been proved that our Liglt
land will pradnee payable eraps. That has
been proved hy the experimental ploty at
Wongen Hills and alzo east from Pingelly.
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That being so, the Government nced have
no fear of the results. They can advauce
money with safety and encourage the seftle-
ment of the lighi land. Only vecently have
the Agvienltural Bunk trustees deeided to
advance on light land. I realise that the
bank must be run on commereial lines; other-
wise there will be failures. Se far there has
heen no complete failure, because someone
is always ready to take up an abandoned
Lolding, It may be a farmer’s son or an
adjaeent farmer who is anxious to aequire
it. He is in a position, with the plant be
has and backed by the success of his own
farm, to work the land properly and make
it pay. The Government are receiving hun-
dreds of inquiries for land and liundreds of
our own yonng men arve looking for land.
Many of. them have been disappointed. The
policy of the last two or three years—in
this 1 tave not agreed with the Government
—has been to insist on snrvey before selec.
tion and the deparlmeut have been able to
throw open only a few blocks at a time.
Often thers have been many applicants for a
block, in some instanees up to 70. What
chance then has a young man to get a bloek
when a man with a family or sminnone with
niore money ia given the preference? Yil-
zarn is the distriet where wheat land is avail-
able. A gentleman who has reeently been
throngh the district informed me that theye
are a million acres of Jund suitable for wheat
growing in that disiriet, The Minister says
he has 16 surveyors at work and that it i:
intended to make available at once 1,000 or
1,500 blocks. If they are all surveyed and
made available it will be one of the finest
things the Government have done. All the
men who have heen applying for blocks
yvear after year will have an opportunity to
get land. On the other hand, if the Gov-
ernment make available only four or five
blocks at a time some of the applicanis may
go on for ever and be unsuceessful in getting
a Dloek. 1 believe {the Minister is desirous
of settling that land as quickly as possibie.
Tt has been said that before people are set-
tled in the eastern areas provision shomld
be made for water, It is wise to provide
water, but will it mean delay? Will it mean
the holding up of that land for a considerable
time? If so, it wonld be inndvisahle. Fol-
lowing the drought season in the East-
ern States T assure the Minister that
he will have hundreds of inguiries for
land from people in the Eastern States,
parlicularly if the estimated yield of
wheat here is realised. Tf Western Aus-
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tralia this season heads the whole of the
Australian Stetes in wheat production, we
shall have many eager inquires from East-
tern States men of money desirous of set-
tling in Weslern Australia.

Mr. Mann: Hundreds of our own men
want land.

Mr. BROWN: Quite so. In the Pingelly
distriet there are young men up to 23 years
of age who have been reared on farms and
who have repeatedly applied for land and
have been disappointed. They are prac.
tical young men and if anyone eould make
8 success of farming, théy could. They
know how to “rough it” and put up with
all the inconveniences of pioneering. They
sre the men to make a success of farming,
but they eannot get Jand. Yet we have mil-
lions of acres waiting to be thrown open
for seleetion.

My. E. B. Johnston: A good deal of it
needs railway facilities.

Mr. BROWN: T do not intend te toueh
on the railway poliey, hut I wish to refer
to a place where men have been farming for
five or six years without railway [aeilities,
pamely, the Kalgarin distriet. Settlement
there has extended 40 miles from Kondinin
well into the Yilgarn area. 1 have had
letters fram people in my electorate 25
miles distant and they have voiced the
optnion of people stitl farther out when they
say that unless relief is given them it will
be impossible for them to carry on. Most
of those farms have been developed with
Agrienltural Bank money. At the end of
last Parliament it was intended to provide
a railway to serve the East Ialgarin set-
tters, but the Bill was withdrawn and the
people do not know when they will get a
railway. T have been asked to inquire
whether the Minister would agree to pro-
vide 8 dump. T do not know whether it
would be advisable, but the Minister should
give those settlers some assistanee in the
shape of a subsidy to get their wheat to the
uearest railway siding. There is no chance
of getting a railway to handle this season’s
wheat. Motor traffic is the dearest form of
transport. The charge in the Kalgarin dis-
triet is not 1s. per bag, but up to 10d. per
bushel.

Mr. Sleeman: For 20 miles?

Mr. BROWN: No, for 35 miles. On that
basis it is impossible to make farming pay.
T€ the Minister is requested to provide a
subsidy I hope he will give the matter sym-
vathetic consideration. It should be the
policy of the Qovernment to subsidise such
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farmers to get their wheat to the nearest
railway siding.

Mr. Withers: Would they guarantee to
have their power kerosene transported by
the railways instead of oy motor ear.

My, BROWN: I do not know.

Mr. Withers: They are ready enough to
take advantage of cheap freight.

Mr. BROWN: Cheap freight! ¥From Kon-
dinin the wheat has to go to Narrogin and
from Narrogin to Perth or Bunbury. Those
settlers are many miles from a seaport and
they cannot obiain the same returns from
their farming as c¢an a man in the York
disirict. A farmer in the York distriet has
a handy market for his produce that set-
tlers farther out have not got. They have
cnly one egz in their basket and that is
wheat, whereas farmers in the more settled
districts have also sheep to enhance their
veturng, A farmer in the Pingelly distriet
this year had about 800 sheep shorn and
there were fully 200 Jambs. The wool, in-
cluding that of the Luahs, averaged 10%
lbs. per head. For the lambs’ wool he re-
ccived 14d. to 18d. per lb., and for the
bulk of the fleece wool 234, Members
can judge from these figures what the
running of sheep means to that farmer.

By obtaining the hest strain of sheep
he has worked wnp the averaze weight
vf wool from Blbs, or Glbs. to 10V

Ibs. including (he lambs’. That means that
some of the big sheep have given 12 to 14
lhe, of wool, and the average price of wool
has been 22d. to 23d. per lb. It is an in-
dustry that must be fostered. The farmers
of the Pingelly district, after 20 years'
experience, are in a position to know ex-
actly what will pay them best. They know
that a system of mixed farming payvs them
hest. Tf they cultivate their land onee every
three or four years they are assured of a
zood crop and of the ground growing a
wood coating of grass for the sherp. Conse-
quently they ean now make mixed farming
pay, whereas they eould not do it bhefore.

Mr. Mann: What is the average price
of land there?

Mr. BROWN: The best farms bring £5
per acre, but many a farm has been sold for
£3 per aere. Xt iz one of the cheapest dis-
triets I know of in which to buy land at
present. There is a big future before the
Pingelly distriet. Some people, however,
are looking for wheat land where they can
vet yie'ds of eight or ten bags to the acre.
I am informed that such rields are being
obtained. Many people will not turn their
attention to mixed farming as the farmers
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of the Pingelly district have done. When &
man has had wheat land for & few years
he asks £4 or £5 an aere for it
The Agricultura} Bank need have no fear in
advancing reasenable amounts on land of
that kind. The existing state of things has
continued for years, and there is not even
yvet a proper niethod of eultivation in somne
districts, For instance, in the gimlet eoun-
fry a plough may not have been used for
three or four vears; the ground has beer
simplv cultivated in, a proecss which in the
Great Southern distriet wonld result in the
urowth of nothing exeept grass. Tf zimlet
land will produce 20 boshels per aere with
that sort of farming, there is no reason to
fear for the future of Weslern Australia.
The million acres in the Furvestania distriet,
towards Lake King and Lake Grace, have
an assured rainfall, though T do not know
whether local records have heen kept: and
that country is merely waiting to bhe de-
veloped. Tf 1,500 blocks were thrown open
there, in a week’s time every hlock would he
applied for. T do not wish to refer at length
to the South-West, though I am rather en-
thusiastic about it. T de not helieve any of
the group settlements will be a complete
failore. Fven the abandoned bloeks will he
taken up again. Provided clover will grow
in that distriet, three or four blorks ean he
thrown together, even though a certain
amount of eapital will have to he written
off.

The Minister for Lands:
bloeks will he linked up.

Mr. BROWN: Tn that case the loss will
not be great. The necessity for writing
down is brought about by the wrong class of
people having heen put on the blocks., The
ground is sour owing to hark and sap sink-
ing into it, and requires sweetening. How-
ever, I have no hesitation in saying that
eventually the South-West will become the
garden of Western Australin. Millions of
acres of splendid land in the South-West
will repay development, but the development
must be slow. Much of the cheap monev
available to ns should have been put into
the development of agrieultural lands, leav-
ing the South-West to bhe developed on slow
bhut sure lines. That development will come
in time: all we need now is population.
Our numbers must expand. The world
knows we have a huge acreage available,
and people must come here hecanse this is
the only eountry in which land is offering
for young men. In the Eastern States the
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only possibility is to buy up old estates
long cultivated, at big priecs; and settlers
there are in consequenee over-eapitalised.
Hare over-eapitalisation will not oeenr, and
any settler with experience is bound to make
good. Again, we must foster the dairying
industry. Unless we do so we shall never
have sulfficient butter and eream and other
dairy products even for the people of West-
ern Australia.  Why is that so?  With
butter at 2s. per 1b., why does not dairying
pay? In the wheat lands people will not
zo in for dairving when they ean grow up
to 20 bushels of wheat per acre and run
sheep produeing § or 10 lhs. of wool. Such
people say, “Why should we slave at dairy-
ing when we ean make a better living by
growing wheat and wool?’ However, other
parts of Western Australia are open for the
development of the dairying industry. We
have not vet gone into the heavily timberet
lands of the South-West, because there are
more lightly timbered lands available. Alont
the Great Sounthern railway there ave
millions of acres eminently sunitable for
dairving, Tike other members, T was only
too pleased and gratified to learn that the
agrienltural and pastoral industries of West-
ern Australia are growing on such sound
and solid lines. T sincerelv frust that they
will continne to do so. Everv member of
thiz party will render the Government al!
possible assistance. hecause we are onlv
cherishing one hope —the welfare and
prosperity of Western Anstralia.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan} [9.37]: The -
creasing volume of the wheat harvest must
he a source of great satisfaction not only
to the Minister for Lands but fo evervone
who is even in the slightest degree infer-
ested in the welfare of Western Australia,
Our area of wheat lands is extending back
into something like infinity, and year by
vear the progress becomes more pronounced
and Western Australia’s prosperity more
assured. The position ag presented to-day
reveals a fine picture, one that must be
geen to he thoronghly appreciated. A visit
etther to the eastern wheat belt through
the Midland eountry, up thr Wongan Hill-
line, or from Mhllewa along towards Ger-
aldton, affords evidence of the wisdom of
those who, in the years that have gonn,
decided that Western Australia had a
future as a wheat-growine State. That
our future is very bright cannot be denied.
The ever-increasing wheat yield, this year
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negrly 40,000,000 bushels, postulates a
future that may well be the envy of every
other State. As a matter of fact, the eyes
of Australia are in a special degree focussed
upon this State at present; the young men
of the East are looking with longing eycs
ih a westerly direction, their hope being
that they will be able either to dispose ol
the properties they hold nr seeure sufficient
funds to take up land in Western Aus-
tralia. Because of the splendid land laws
of Western Australia and the genevosity
of the Agrieultural Bank, comparatively
little money is required to embark on agri-
culture here; and that fonctor must materi-
ally assist in inecreasing the prosperity
which this State already enjoys. We have
heard on different ocecasions comparisons
with respeet to the lands of the South-
West. Personally T regard it as a great
mistake to make comparisons; moreover,
it is diffienlf to draw a useful comparison.
When one deals with wheat lands as com-
pared with dairying eountry, the positions
are entirely difforent, and a true and use-
ful eomparison cannot be made. Anyone
who knows what is being done in this State
to-day ean have no doubt as to the ultimate
resnlts of the group settlement scheme, anid
as to the prosperify that will nlfimatelv
attend the dairy farmer. In point of fact
il is alveady to an extenl enjoyed by
him. The resnlts of the South-‘Western
Dairy Company, Ltd., the big butter:
producing faetory in Bunbury, afford a
striking exmmple of what co-operation ecan
provide on tlic one hand and the daivy
country of the South-West ean produce on
the other. To-day the Rridgetown show
was held, and I venture the opinion that
those who attended it admired the splendid
dairy exhibits.  Again, al Manjimup the
progress in dairying should afford, and
does afford, a complete nnswer to those in
doubt vezarding the wisdom of group
settlement. However. T have no desire to
speak on that subject at length. T can only
hope that as the days go by we shall hear
less of tbe comparisons sometimes intro-
dueed not with the idea of providing assist-
ance, hut with that of advanecing something
of a destructive nature. Na one should
eriticise the dairying qualities of our South-
Wast unless he has visited those lands and
has secured sneh knowledee of the subject
ns will enable him to speak with anthorily.
I claim that the rvesnlts being obtained fo-
day in the South-West are a complete
answer. The position of farming elso.
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where, unhappily, is bad at present. Apart
from the unfortunate furming position in
some of the Easfern States of Australia,
we know thai in the United States farming
has coine to a point when retrogression has
enteved. 'The United States farmers ma
faced with a specially difficult position, and
the problem of overcoming lhe difliculty
is one that the country must face. 1t 15
justiliable to draw a comparison at this
point and to say that farmers whose lot 18
cast in Western Australia have a far better
vutlook than the farmers of the United
States. The fiscal poliecy of Australia,
whereby secondary indusiries are being
nursed al the expense of the primary pro-
ducers, is entirely wrong, As regards
wheat farming, experience is showing that
the light lands of Western Australia
possess «qualities that were never thought
of previously. Some few weeks agn I had
an opportunity of visiting the Wongan
light lands experimental farm, and T was
oreatly impressed by what T saw. The land
immedintely adjoining is of a nondeseript
and apparently unscless character. Tndenl,
it might be said thaf the uncunltivated land
there seems not worth the cost of a title
deed. Yet by intensified and energetic
farming, the Wongan Hills experimental
farm wmanazement has shown such won-
derful results as are giving many of
out farmers great hopes in vespeet of
millions of acres hitherto regarded as
being of comparatively little use. T
understand that expert farmers have re-
commended caution in vespect of the light
lands, but the results obtained at the Won-
ean Hillz experimental farm are ecnvineing
as fto the practicahility of usine land
of that description for farming purposes.
Many members of this House had an op-
portunity a few weeks ago of visiting some
nf the Midland districts, partienlarly Car-
namah, Three Springs, Arrino, and out to-
wards Morawa, At each centre onportuni-
ties were availed of to ‘nspeet land, the
superiority of which, it was confidently
stated, could not be challenged in any other
part of the Commonwealth. Even at Gin-
gin, a distriet that to an extent has been
rezardetd: with comparative doubt, the wvisi-
tors had an opportunity of inspecting the
wonderful prowth of lupin, That spectacle
provided proof that the light lands possess
qualities that were undreamt of a few wears
ago. The lupins were seen growing as high
ns the fences and demonstrated how won-
derfully fertile the land is with the appli-
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eation of proper treatment. I would like
to concinde by reminding members of the
splendid advice that was telegraphed by the
member for Wagin {Mr. Stubbs), to the
“Sunday Times” recently. Fe recommended
the farmers of Western Australia to exer-
cise eare to see that they did not saerifice
their farms. 1le advised them to think very
hard before deciding to sell out. There is
always a templation to dispose of property
in the belief that having done so the 1ormey
oceupants will achieve the millenium, and
enjoy a full degeee of happiness by living
in the eitv. A wan adopfing that attitude
behaves most unwisely. IIis inierests are
centred in the land; he has developed a
knowledge in vespeet of farming that has
trought him sucerss. For such a man to
selli out and remove to the eity is in many
inslances & grave mistake. Tirue bappiness
is=. found where one’s interests lie, and 1
think the advier tendered by Mr. Stubbs
was indeed wise. 1 hope that farmers hav-
ing noted it, will aet aerordingly. We envy
the Minister his task in the administration
of g department that deals with xo many
phases of produoction that are developing sn
rapidly.

THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (lion.
M. F. Troy—Mount. Mognet—in reply}
[949]: 1 desire to thank hon, memhers for
the manner in which they have discusse:d
the Estimates, 1 would he hard to pleas.
if T were to complain nbout any of the
eriticism directed against the ndministration
of the Depariment, beeause thal erilieism
was helpful and to some extent generous.
I am glad to say that the Leader of the
Oppoxition did not enter into controversial
matters regarding group settlement and T
do not desite to do so either. We should
make up our minds to make the Dest of
things and realise that the position has not
been satisfactory. The Committee will agree
with me when T say T wounld be glad in-
deed if T were released from my responsi-
hility reenrding the removal of some of
the aroup settlers. Tt is really a night-
mare to me heeause we have to make pro-
vision for so many people. ¥t has to he
Aone on behalf of the settlers themselves,
The fact remains, that every responsihle
officer concerned with group settlement mat-
ferz is satisfied that the work must be
undertaken.  Tn the interests of the State
and of the South-West we ought to do it,
because I believe that if we reconstruet
the goroup arcas on sound lines and
are able to establish the seitlers in o few
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vears time, we shall give to the South-West
a splendid advertiseinent and improve the
production of that part of the State to an
extent that is not possible at present. There
has hcen some discussion regarding the
limitation by the Agricultural Bank trostees
of advances up to 50 per cent. on light land.
No hon. member, I am sure, if he were in
my position, could cavil mueh at the action
of the trustees. With the glorious ir-
responsibility that members possess when in
Opposition, they may say that the Agri-
enltural Bank truslees should dn this or
should do that.

Mr, Sampson: We would tike you to re-
gard the comment as indieating co-opera-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
trustees of the Agricultural Bank ecarry
grave responsihilities, They have given
splendid seirvice to the Stale and their
views should not be =set aside light-
Iv. While T have never felt disposed
to intexfere with the diseretionary powers of
the trustees, T have always disenssed with
them their particular viewpoint and if 1
Lhave had a point of view that I eonsideved
was right, T have not hesitated to discuss it
with the trustees.

Mr. Davy: That is all you ean do—dis-
euss it,

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: That is
50.
Mr. Davy: You have no right to isue
ovders to them.

The MINTSTER FOR T.ANDS: T da not
issue orders to them.

Mr. Davy: T know that, hut have you any
legal right ta do s0?

The MINISTER TOR
wouldl bhe an unwise interference with
the functions of the trustees. On  ques-
tions of poliey T wonld be bound o
itlervene. Tt ix my duly to discuss
matters of poliey with the trustees. T
shall eontinue to do so while T am Minister
for Lands. Regarding the light lands pre-
position, it has to he remembered that there
are different tvpes of light land=, Along the
Wongan Hills railwav line are to be seon
various types of Neht lIand. Between Mul-
lewn and Gutha there is country that T dn
not rezard as sandplain eonntry at all. Tt is
more than serond-elass land. but T wonld nnt
call it first-class land. T will be snurprised,
however, if in eizht out of everv ten wears
that tvpe of country will not produce
cqually as gond erops as will he seenved
from first elass land. Tt is eountry that re-

LANDS : It
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ceives all the vainfall that is available, and
that rainfall does not alter appreciably. It
is open country and though light, the soil is
good and sound. We have heard much
about what has been done on light land.
Years ago I persistently preached to the
Murchison squatters the advisability of eom-
ing south and taking up that particular land.
I told them that they suffered from droughts
and that if they acquired 5,000 acres of the
iund T refer fo, they conld grow oats to
feed their stoek. All that country has been
alienated. There is other light land that is
not in the same eategory at all.  While the
trustees and the officials associated with the
Agrieultural Bank and the Tndustries As-
sistance Board have in the past oceasion-
ally misjudged areas, and will do so in Lhe
future, it has to be admitted that if thosc
officers are of any value at all, they must,
because of the experience they have gained,
be relied upon io advise the trustees.
is that the trustees depend to some extent
upon their field officers. I admit all
that the membher for Toodyay {Mr. Lindsay)
said regarding the want of wisdom in some
of their decisions, partienlarly regarding the
recommendation for the use of 2 small ~ugn-
tity of fertiliser on the licht land and the
mistake that was made when farmers were
encourazed to put lareer areas under wheat,
instead of concentrating on smaller areas
from which better results could have been
nhtained. However, the officials have a
fairly extensive knowledge of the land now
nnd the trustees must henefit accordingly. T
endorse the atfitude of the trustees in so far
as they have refused at this stage—TI do nol,
say they will do so when we have more
experience—to advance more than 50 per
cent. on light land, and to insist unon a
man desirous of receiving assistance havine
a minimum of 2,000 acres of light land. T
would not be prepared to send my worst
enemy on to & farm in the sandplain comm-
try if the holding were of less than 2,000
acres.

Hon. G. Taylor: He would have no ehanee
whatever of success.

The MINISTER FOR T.ANDS : Of conrze
not, because there is not the substance in
the Iand that will enahle it to produce erops
vear after year. In the verv nature of thines
the necessarv elements are not in the snil
and thus the countrv becomes exhausted
rapidlv. I believe that such country ean
hest he developed by the growing of wheat,
varied with oat erops and sheep. That will

So it
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help to build the soil up and make decent
country of it. I hope that sheep will he
associated with the farming of the wheat
country as far as possible.  The member
for Avon (Mr. Griffiths) and the member
for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) veferred to
the payments of 6s. Bd. to returned
soldiers. That has been done in a
few instances, but unfortunately the fault
has been largely with the settlers them-
selves.  The Agrienltural Bank trustees
must do something to eompel the settlers to
act up to their obligations. Fon. memhers
know, as I do, after long cxperience with
the Agricultural Bank and its operations,
that in Y0 per cent. of the cases thal have
heen investignted, the bank has been moye
than generous to the settlers concerned. 1T
receive numerous letters appealing to me to
rectify matters. Althongh I have given
eareful econsideration to them. and have goue
through the files to areevtain the real posi-
iion, in not one instanee have T taken rx-
oaplion to the bank’s point of view. T had
te arrive at that decision beeaunse in most
nstances the settlers had not tried to live
up to their obligations. Naturally, pressure
must be brought to bear on men who will nnt,
attempt to help themselves, and we cannol
carry such men indefinitely. Tt would he 2
poliecy of indifference to econtinue to
assist such men if they refused to hononr
their obligations,  The memhber for York
made reference to the appearance of Sonth-
ern Europeans in the agrienltnral distriets,
and the instruetions that have heen issued
that preference was to be given to British
clearers in the expenditure of Acvieultural
Bank advances. [ admit the hon. member
was decent in his references and I do not
take exception to what he said. The policy
he inldicated, lhowever, was instituted by my
predecessor, the former Minister for Lauds.
if we intend to maintain our own obligations
to the Imperial Government, we wust find
work for the mizrants who are sent out heve,
If hon. members are to he content to give
mere lip serviee to the Imperial migration
seheme, well and good; but if they desire {o
do more than that, they must see that the
migrants we bring out from Great Britain
are given a chance of emplariwent. They
should sce that their positions are not taken
by Italians and Czecho-Slovakians who are
foreing the Britishers out of cmplavment,
I can quite see the hon. member’s point of
view, I am prepared to admit that suvme
of our own people will not take on clearing.

T am not blind {o these faets. T acree that
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when they take a coulraet they must comn-
plete it. In some instances they have in-
duced the farmer to give them a coatract,
and before its completion they have left the
job. Frequently when a clearing contraet is
thrown up, the Iast state of the land is worse
than the first. Still a great wmany people
will not give the Britisher a chance, and so
T am insisting that they shall do 0. When
our own kith and kin come to this country
we must give them an opportonity to make
good. I have letters informing me that
farmers come dowr in motor trueks and
take gnngs of these southern Kuropeans to
work on their farms, but will not give the
Britishar n ehunee. 1 have tried to iinpress
upon thoze employers that they must employ
their own people. On the other hand, when
any farmer can bring a bona fide ease show-
ing that he has had a bad deal from Brit-
ishers or Auslralians, 1 min prepaved (o con-
sider it. I know that in some cases the
farmers do get a bad deal, but I do not think
it happens frequently. One man with a big
tract of country complained to me that he
could not get clearers. 1 advised him to
write to Mr. Johnson, the seeretaty of the
A WU, at Gernldton. He admitted that Mr.
Johnson sent him np two eleavers, but when
those men arrived the farmer had no work
to give them. and he put them off with £1.
That is not the way to treat honest men who
have been sent to a job. T am going to insist
that men like that give a fair opportunity
to Britishers, failing whieh I will advise the
Bank not to make any advances. T have
had a lot of protazts from farmers on this
question of labour. T wrote to one man,
telling him of our oblizations to the British
Govermmnent. Then T forwarded his letter to
the New Settlers’ Lengue, and they wrote
me as follows:-—

T have to acknowledee receipt of your eom-
munieation of the 20th wltimo enclosing eor-
respondence with Mr, — and in reply wish
to advice that T have exnerienced Aunstralinn
clearerg available for this work and have

wired Mr.— that the lcague can supply
his requirements.

Mr. C. P. Wansbrough: The probabilities
are they sent vp a lot of new chums.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: Woell,
even the new chums have to be provided
for. Another man wrote to me staling that
he could not get clearers. T sent aeraes
to the State Labonr Bureau, and Mr.
Mitchens replied as follows:—

T reply to yonrs of the 11th instant with
reference to the mpplication of Mr. that
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he he allowel to cmploy Ttalians, 1 have to
inform you there is no difficuity in obtaining
Britishers at thiz ofice for ull elearing eon-
tract work available.

My, Lindsay: Ouwr trouble is to get them
to take clearing contracts and complete
them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course they must complete contracts,  Mr.
Hitchens says he has plenty of men who
will take clearing contracts, and the New
Settlers’ Leagune say the snine. Also I hava
had men sent from Geraldton to take con-
tracts. In view of this experience 1 believe
that quite & nwmber of people prefer to
employ southern Europeans.

Mr. Latham: Will there not be o tend-
eney to bring down the price of clearing to
men not on the bank when there is a hig
supply of southern Europeans?

The MINISTER 'OR LANDS: T am not
prepared to say that they will take the
work cheaply.

Mr. Tatham: Some of them are pret:y
hard up just now.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: I have
not the alightest prejudice against Italians
and Czecho-Slovakians. They are good
workers and they will make good eitizeus.
But we have to introduce a British migrant
for every £75 of British money spent on
public works. So we have to consider our
obligations to the PBritish Governmenl, Tt
is not right that, without trinl, farmers
shonld tnrn Jown their own people o the
extent they seem to be doing. We must be
careful to employ Britishers whenever we
can get them. Of course, if n man does not
eive the farmer a fair deal, he is not de-
serving of any consideration.

Mr. E. B. Jolhnston: The trounble is that
a lot of these contracts were let several
manths ago.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When a
contract ig let, it must be eompleted. In the
old days of Iand settlement the Agrienltural
Bank advonces were given primarily to
enable the settler to do the work himself,
until he was able to produce. Nowadays,
the majority of the settlers employ some-
bodv else,

Hon. . Tavlor: And they make a bit
out of it.

The MINTSTER FOR T.ANDS: Wo, T
will not admit that: indeed, thers is not
much to be made ont of it. But these davs
they want to get a big move on and reanire
a larea advanee with which to do it. They
want nther men to do the heavy work. That
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is all right within reason, but if we utilise
other peopie’s services, we must employ
our own people.

Mr. K. B. Johnsten: In many instancos
the farmer puys half a crown a day more
than the bauk pays him.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And so
be ought to. The Agricultural Bank ad-
vance 1s only a portion. 1t is never the
full amonnt. It iz an intimation to the
gettler that he must be as frugal as he can,
and keep down his costs. Onc newspaper,
the “Sunday Times” attacked me ahout
this policy and said it was the dietum
of the Trades Hall. I was surprised to
see such a strong Imperial paper as the
“Sunday Times” taking up that attitude,
and demanding that I should give eon-
<ideration to foreigners as against Britishers,
I hope memliers understand my attituae.
People must reahse that our own eitizens
must receive first consideration. [ have
heard a lot about the necessity for co-
ordination between the Lands Departwent
and the Agricultura) Bank. When mem-
bers speak of co-ordinalion they have iy
mind that the Tands Department should not
sell 2 block of land unless the Agrienltural
Rank is prepared to advance money on it.
That kind of ep-ordination is impossible,
'The Lands Depariment is a seller of land.
It does not graraniee the land /to “be
productive or noo-produetive.  There is
the land, and people ean apply for it.
Anyone who takes up land does so
withont compulsion. He applies for a
block, but immediately he does so we are
told by members thut no matter how poor
it may he the bank must Tall in hehind hin
and advanee hiin money. Some people say,
"l am prepared to put mv time and labour,
into the bhlock, and the Government ought
to be ready to put their money into it.” I
remember a settler who in the early daxs
of mv distriet wanted an advance on his
holdinz. The hank inspeetor was Mr.
Josiah Mills, who recommended that no
advance should be made. This settler ma-le
a territle ontery. At the opening of the
Ajana railway he eaid, *“T am prepared to
put my money and labour into this block.
Tf T am prepared to do that, why ave ot
the Government prepared to put money
into it Tn the natural eonrse of events
he wert hankvnpt and during the procecd-
mgs he informed the Master of the Bank.
ruptev Conrt that all his losses were dne
to the GGovernment. I would not ask the
Government to finanee me on the best of
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country that I had taken up as a speeula-
tion. People who take up land for that
reason do so on their own responsibility.
1t the bank were prepared to tollow anuy
man who wished to settle on any kind of
land, the situntion would become impos-
cible.

Mr. Davy:
behind them.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mcembors
who have spoken on that guestion have nut
been over eritical. 1 am sure they would
not adopt any other policy than is heing
followed at present. I know nothing about
the action of the Tender Board in recom-
snending  that  (tovermment Departments
should purehase dates instead of dried
fruits.  The matter has never come
nnder 1y notice. [ suppose the hon.
member zot  the information from the
institotion. We have given to the dried
fruit prowers legislation that we wonld
be very cautions about giving to amy
any other body of people. We have pur
the indushry and the marketing of the pro-
ducts into their own hands, Viticultutists
here nre no worse nff than they are in the
Eastern States. The chief dilficully is that
of over production. The ecommodity is sold
ahroad at a loss, and that loss has lo be
made  up by loeal  eonsumplion.  Wo
doubt, in due course, the induostry  will
Aourish again as it did some time ago, Jm-
proved markeling facilities will put the in-

dustry on its feet.

Mr. Sampson: Western Australinn wine
does nol receive fair consideration.

The MINISTER TOR TLANDS: The Gov-
ernment eannot hrine in Iegislation to com-
pel prople Lo drink Western  Australian
wines as against those of some other eoun-
try.

Al Tatham: The only thing is to edu-
ente the people,

AMr. Mann:: That would be opposed to
the Ceonstitution.

AMr. Ferguson: Could you not issue o
Weatesn Australian wine lieense w0 that the
vignerons may sc'l their wines?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: T do not
know ahont that. The member for Moore
-poke about sandplain countrvy along the
Midland Railway. I have seen if, also stmi-
lar patches of country in other places. It
may vet have its uses. The Government
would not he justified in enterine upon a .
great scheme of sandplain development. Our
first duty is to develop the productive lands,
and the poorer lands ean be brought into

They would want a gold mine
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use al a later stage. That is the soundest
policy. No doubt s lot of land near the
coast, where there are good patches, would
yield well. It will no doubt be brought
vnder cultivation by people who reguire
crazing facilities. The dairying country
near Wanuneroo consists largely of swamps
where the drainage difficulty is considerable.
The cost of drainage is a great handicap

to its development. In conneetion with
the DPocel  Estate, the fivs! estimate of
the vost of drainage by Mr. Arney was

cxiond. The next  estimate  in 1921
by  Me. Laotchinson  was £30,000,  Then
Me. Arney hronght in a Ister estunate of
£75,000, and in 1922 Mr. Anketell esti-
mated the eost ot £180,000. So far the
drainage has cost £521,000. We have not
vel completed the drainage, and the Fn-
gineer-in-Chief has indicated that an ex-
penditure of another £100,000 is reguired.
The important thing is drainage. We ought
not to attempt to settle this kind of coun
{ry without it. T shall bear in mind the
remarks of the member for Moore abont
the country at Moore River. If it ean be
procured at a reasonahle price we shall
probably consider the matter. The price
must be reasonable and the country must
he good. Tt munst not be expected that be-
cause the Government may buy this land
it is fo he exploited, Ivesything depends
on whether the land can be ufilised, whether
thera js sufficient quantity te form a settle-
ment and maintain a faetory, and whether
the land ean be procured at a rensonable
price. My last referenee is fo the survey-
ing of the conntey out cast. The number
of survevors emploved is 52, the greatest
number since 1910. The surveving staff has
been inercased since last year. I have in-
formed Mr. Camm that no obstacle will be
placed in the way of this country being
sarveyed, and that the money will be pro-
vided for the work. I have so far met
every request made by Mr. Camm with re-
gard to surveying this country and opening
it up for settlement.

Hon. &. Taylor: Are you surveying in
1,000-aere or 2,000-acre blocks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It will
be eclassified first and surveved according
tc the quality of the land. Every-
thing depends on the qualiiy. The number
of surveyors working is 46, Sixteen are en-
gaged in subdivisional surveys and seven
are employed in classifieation surveys.
Suhdivisions are proceeding in the following
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localities: south of Soutlern Cross and
west of Marvel Loch, Lake King, Newde-
gate, east of Grass Patch, enst of Ballidu,
.ake Carmody and Lake Hurlestune. Clas-
silication surveys are in progress in the fol-
iowing districts: south of Southern Cross
and. east of the rabbit-proof fence, east of
Dalwallinu, Ravensthorpe, Forrestania. Mr.
Camm has assured me that he hopes to get
1,500 blocks in that Joeality. 1f we get 1,300
we shall do very well. Mr. Camm said that
he will have that country available for selec-
tion before the end of the financial year.

Mr. Lindsay: You have 330 blocks already
at Mollerin Fast. T hope von have not for-
eoften them.

The MINISTER FOIRR LANDS: [ hope
to get the country settled as speedily as
possible. Money is available and many eves
are turned to Western Australia, I do not
lose sight of the Tact that some of these davs
there will he a eheek to development on az-
count of onr getting a had sea<on or twa,
Tt is well to bear that in mind. A bad
season or two would not deter me from
putting my money into wheat erowing he-
eanse it is only the natural condition of
things. No rountry escapes handicaps in
the way of droucht or wet seasons, and we
are hound to get an oceasional bad seavon.
hut that after all is merely a phase of agri-
culture. In the Wastern Stuies farmers zet
a number of hind seasons but they carry on.
Similarly we would earry on here. T am
endeavonring to impress upon settlers in all
the new arens that they must #eb down to
fallow conditions. T think the Depariment
nf Agrieultnre conld do more in this matter.
The offirinls would do well ta preach tn the
new settlers dav after dny that unless they
fallow the land properly, they will not he
farming on =afe lines. We are getting ant
cast into country where the rainfall is Tess
than it is in the settled wheat helt. hut T
am satisfied that if settlers will farm on safe
lines they will he able to establish themselves
prosperously. T thank memhers for their
references to the department and T agree
with them that we must eongratulate our-
selves on the znod season heine experienced,

Ttem, Clearing, Motor mmnning exnenses.
rebates to settlers supplying hutter, milline,
ete.. £2.000.

Mr. TLATHAM: What is the meaning of
motor exnenses in this item?

The MTNTSTER FOR TANDS: Tn the
bezinning of erour seftlement it was the
eustom to run a motor f9r the nse of settlers,
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but that has been diseontinued. We do not
propose to earry on that system.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Agricultural Beunk, Industrics :lx-
sistance Board. Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£5:

ltem—Assistant General Manager, Deputy
Managing Trostee, Agricultural Bank, £852.

Mr. MANX: The salary of this officer
shows an advanee of £43 on last year. T am
glad he has received an inerease, but it is
not in keeping with the inereases granted in
other departments. T would have liked to
see him get £100. T doubt whether there is
an officer in the many Government depari-
ments who has the responsihilities that Mr.
Grogan has.  The general manager, Mr.
MeLarty, is away from the bank a good denl
of the time dealing with eroup settlement
and other matters, and the general manage-
ment of the bank for a long time has heen
practically in the hands of Mr. Grogan.

Hon. G, Taxler: And it has been in gnod
hands, too.

Mr. MANN: It has been in excellent
hands. The Under Seerctary for Mines, the
Under Secretary for Works and the Under
Seeretary for Law veceive €960, the Com-
missioner of Taxation £900, and the Govern-
ment Printer £960. Those officers are doubt-
less entitled to every penny ther get, but T
think Mr. Groran should have heen put on
the same footine.  Anyone who has had
business with Mr. Grogan ean tastify to his
knowledge. tnct and eapahilities.

Hon. @. Tavlor: He is as fine a man as
vou eould wish to do businczs with.

Mr, MANN: The Minister will bhe able to
speak of Mr. Grogan’s fine qualities. Al-
thongh it is too late this vear to do any-
thine, T <honld like the Mirvister tvo give an
assurance that Mr. Grogan next vear wi'l
he prt on the same mark as the other
officers T have mentioned.

The MTNTSTER FOR LANDS: The mat-
ter is enfirelv out of my hands. It depen.l:
npon the Public Service Commissioner an:!
the Appeal Board.

Mr, Mann: Yon could make a recom-
mendation.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: No.

‘Mr.. Mann : Who made all the other
recommendations ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
was a reclassification and then the Appeal
Booard granied the ineresse.

Mr. Davy: The inerease to the Geueral
Manager was an administrative act,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes; 1
think his increase was granted by au
amendment of the Aet. I admit all thai
Lias been said about Mr. Grogan's qualifica-
ttous. I regard him as a very valuable
officer. .

Mr. Mann: We shall not by able to re-
tain snch eapable officers if we do not pay
them well.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
matter is in the hands of the Public Serviee
(ommissioner and no recommendation of
mine wonld be of value.

1Ion. G Taylor: You conld not interfere.
Tf yon did you would get into a hopeless
maddle.

Mr. Mann: I think the Minister mighi
use his influence in the matter.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: If my
svmpathy with or my belief in Mr. Gro-
zan's eapaeity is of any use, he has it. The
reclassification has been completed and the
Appeal Board have determined the matter,
and there is an end to it.

Mr. Mann: This is my only opportunitv
to mention it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I should
say Mr. Grogan’s responsibilities are equal
to those of any Under Seeretary. M-
MeLarty has heen engaged in duties other
than those pertaining to the general
manager. However, he has been relievai
of quite a number of them. The aggregate
was utterly bevond the capacity of any one
raan,

Vafe put and passed.

Totes -— Group Seltlement. £12.710; Tw.
migration, £5655: Council of Industrinl
Development, £1,176—agreed in.

Trogress veported,

BILL—BROOMEHILL LOT 602.

Returned from the Couneil withoul ameud-
ment.

Fouse adjourned al 1035 pom,



